RELIGIOUS MONITOR, 


Tvangelical Repository. 


rOTED TO THE PRINCIPLES OF THE REFORMATION, AS SET FORTH IN THE FOR- 


MULARIES. OF THE WESTMINSTER DIVINES, AND OF THE 


_CHURCHES IN HOLLAND. 


JUNE, 1830. 











CONTENTS. 


page. 


ilowwres of Synod, tesesereen 5-| Report ofthe Presbiyteryi6fMiami,.. 
pport of the Presbytery of Muskingum, Extracts from the Report of the Upper Cana- 
| Edo. ; 


da Missionary,..... 
ido. Ast fora PGB. sce ccvoveccccse dus bee 
Report of the Presbytery of the Carolinss,, 
Additional Report of the Presivytery of Miami, 50 
Report of the committee on the Funds,... 51, 53 
Scale of Appointments, 


= pvenanting, 

pport of the Presbytery of Philadelphia,... 
do. do. Chartiers, 

do. do. Allegheny, 

do. ofthe Board of Managers of the Wes- 
tern Theological Hall, ......+eeeeseeess 
pport of the Western Missionaries,........ 








j 


= 





Thus saith the Lord, stand ye in the ways and see and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, 
bh: e~ soh 


d walk therein, and ye shall find rest to your souls. Jer. vi. 16. 
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AMERI- 


AD- 


PHImApeLPuiA, May 26, 1830. 
Tue Synod met according to adjournment, 
and was constituted with prayer by the 
Rey. Francis Pringle, the senior minister 
present. Members present : 


From t*e Presbytery of Cambridge 
MINISTERS. 
James Martin, 
James Irvine, 
Alexander Gordon, 
James P. Miller, 
John G. Smart. 
Alexander Bullions,* D. D. 
Peter Campbell,* 
Thomas Goodwillie,* 
Andrew Stark.* 

ELDERS, 
Chauncey Webster, 
Joseph Middlemass,* 
George Lowrie.* 
From the Presbytery of Philadelphia. 
MINISTERS. 
Francis Pringle, 
Thomas Beveridge, 
Achibald Whyte, Jun. 
William Easton, 
i’. W. McNaughton. 
ELDERS. 
Samuel Hawthorn,* 
William Morris.* 
From the Presbytery of Carolinas. 
MINISTERS, 
Andrew Heron, 
William M. McElwee. 
From the Presbytery of Miami. 
MINISTERS. 
James Adams, 
David Carson. 





Those marked thus (*), were pot present at the 
opening of Synod. 


ELDERS. 
William Turnbull. 
From the Presbytery of Muskingum. 
MINISTERS. 
Samuel Hindman. 
From the Presbytery of Ohio. 
MINISTERS. 
Alexander Murray. 
From the Presbytery of Chartiers. 
MINISTERS. 
James Ramsay, D. D. 
Alexander Wiison. 
ELDERS. 
George Murray. 
From the Presbytery of Alleghany 
MINISTERS. 
R. Bruce, D. D 
Joseph Scroggs. 
David Blair,* 
Missionaries Ordained 

John Kendall and Nathaniel Ingles. 

As the Moderator, Mr. Walker, is ab- 
sent, Mr. McElwee is appointed to preach 
this evening in his room. 

After the minutes of last year were read, th« 
following committees were appointed, viz: 

Commitiee of Suppliés.—Drs. Ramsay 
and Bruce, and Messrs. Gordon, McElwee, 
Adams, Murray, Hindman, and Easton. 

On the Funds.—-Messrs. Kendall and 
Webster. 

To draught an act for a Fast.—Messrs. 
Gordon and Scroggs. 

Of Arrangement.—Messrs. Martin and 
Murray. 

The Rev. A. Stark, and Mr. George 
Lowrie, both from the Presbytery of Cam- 
bridge, appeared and took their seats. 

On motion, Resolved, That a committe 
of Bills and Overtures be appointed, to 
whom all papers, after being read in Synod, 
may be referred for them to report on the 
same. 

Messrs. Pringle, Miller and Stark, were 
appointed said committee. 

Adjourned to 9 o’clock to-morrow morn- 
Closed with prayer. 


meg. 


oe! 








RELIGIOUS 


riurunspay, May 27th. 
The Synoa et, and was. opened wit! 
prayer. Members present as above, togeth- 
er with A. Bullions, D. D. and Messrs. 
Peter Campbell and Thomas Goodwiliie, 
| , Vil djiemass, rul- 
ino elder, from the frresbytery of Cam- 
bridge, and Mr. g 
eld r, from the Presbytery of Vhiiadey hia. 
Last evening Mr. McElwee, accordi: 
fo appointment, prea hed from Psaim lv. 22, 
(first paargt ‘¢ Cast thy burden upon the 
Lord, and he shall sustain thee.” 
ies sniaaios of | io read, the 
Rev. James Martin was chosen Moderator. 
Excuses for absence from Messrs. W1 
Wilson, Joseph Clokey, D. Goodwilhe, J1 
A. And rson, S imut | Irv e, and John W al- 


lace, were heard and sustained 


The committee of arrangement reporte 


and their report being amended, was adopt- 
ed. According to said report, the subject 
of the Theological Seminary was made t 


« 


order of the day for Saturday foren } 
The report of Alexander Rose burgh, trea- 
rer at Pittsbureh, was read, and referred 
to the committee on the funds. 
Reports from the Presbyteries of Mus- 


kingura and Ohio we , 
refert dt >the commiutt oO! Bi! d Over- 
¢ure 


4 


Of the Presbytery of Mus 


ling rey 

According to the order of Synod, Messrs. John 
Wallace and Samuel Wilson were taken on trials 
for license, and after hearing their probationary 
exercises much to our satisfaction, they were li 
censed to preach the gospel on the 16th of August 
last. The several calls in our hands for Mr. Sam- 
uel Hindman were presented, and the call from 
the united congregations of Mansfield, West-Un- 
ion, and Washington, in our bounds, was accept- 
ed: he was accordingly ordained and admitted to 
the pastoral inspection of the aforesaid congrega- 
tions on the 28th of April last Although, by this 
accession to our numbers, we have received addi- 
tional strength, yet as our vacanc ies are still nu- 
merous and increasing, we must appeal to Synod 
for as much of their disposable supply as can be 
granted consistently with the claims of other por- 
tions of the church. 

With respect to the location of the Theological 
Hall, we have to report that we are decidedly in 
favor of Canonsburgh, believing that place to pos- 
sess advantages whic h render it much the most 
eligible of any of the proposed sites, for our Theo- 
logical Seminary 

On the subject of slavery, we are of opinion 
that it is the duty of Synod to purge that portion 
of the church under their inspection of this evil 
All that has been done from the time that a warn- 
ing was first emitted, to this day, has proved en- 
tirely insufficient to remove the evil. In the face 
of all these, the inhuman traffic continues in cer- 
tain sections of ourchurch. We believe the time 
jyas arrived when the Synod should adopt some 


more effectual measures for arré sting the pro- 





MONITOR he 


ess of this destructive system ol quity In 
general, th ews presented in the orereals now 
before the Synod, meet our cordial approbation, 
and we would therefore recommend the adoption 
of the following resolutions, contained in that over- 
ture, VIZ: 

‘© 1. That slavery be considered by this Synod 


an evil not to be tolerated in any of the members 
of our gommunior 
2. That the selling ofaslave as transferrable 
property, by any person in ymmunion, Is 
censurs 
Phat the holding of a siave in any case not 


specified in the exceptions enumerated in said 


the Pestimony of the Original Se- 


| l Vs oli 
‘ of Scotland, will be found in a separate re- 
po erewith transmitted 

By order of Presbytery 


THOMAS HANNA, 
REPORT 
Of the Presbytery of Ohio. 


; the state of the church within cur 
bounds, we have reason to lament the neglect of 


Presby. Clerk. 





practical religion. Love to the world and conse- 
guently a sinful conformity to it im its carnal prin- 
ciples and sinful practices, seem alarmingly to 


| na 


prevail: and while love to the world oceupies the 
hearts of professors, their love to God must ne- 
essarily wax cold, and the frequency and ferven- 
cy of holy affections and holy exercises, for which 
our forefathers were so eminently distinguished, 
are neglected and forgotten. There is another 
evil, which, though not so general, is often no 
( mperance like a destroying angel 
iltitudes. And while the office- bear- 

ve been inflicting the censures of 
the church on offenders, few comparatively have 
been reclaimed: even some who seem to be pil- 
lars in the church have fallen its victims. Many 
re at ease in our Zion, andsome sleeping in sing 
while prayer is restrained before God, and few 
are found to sigh and cry for all the abominations 
that are done in the land. But still we have rea- 
son to believe that there are a few names among 
us who are striving to keep their garments clean, 

id witness faithfully for God and. his truth. 

w ithin the present year no heavy calamity has 
befallen us, nor any severe embarrassment dis- 
turbed our congregations, so as to affect their ex- 
istence or outward prosperity. The most of our 
settled congregations have been favoured with 
considerable accessions; while most of our minis- 
ters have been endeavouring to explain the na- 
ture and inculcate the duty of publick religious 
covenanting Our vacant congregations have be- 
come more numerous, and some of them have 
been strengthened; while others, which, on ac- 


nt of great difficulties and repeated disappoint- 
ments, wert — extinct, have this year been 
revived, and are now petitioning Presbytery for 
pastors to bre ie: unto them the bread of life. 

We remonstrate against the conduct of the 
Mnskingum Presbytery, in presenting calls to 
Mr. Samuel Hindman, and requiring him to ac 

rv reject immediately; when they knew that 
there was another moderated for him in our 
Pr to which they did not give an oppor- 
tunity of ‘be ing brought into competition. 

We are still umprepared to report on the Testi- 

my of Original Seceders, for want ofa sufficient 
number of copies of that work; but we think it ex- 
pedient for the present, that Ministers coming 
from that body sh ould accede to our Testimony. 
All the probationers have fulfilled their appoint- 
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ments in our bounds, except Mr. Thompson, who 
has not yet appeared among us, and we have 
heard no reason for this disappointment. 

With respect to slavery, on which the Presbyt« 
ry were required to report, we heartily concurr 
in the report of your committee on that subject, 
presented at your last meeting 

After having made inquiry of our members con- 
cerning the observance oi the rule for the publi- 
cation of Marriage, we find that they generaliy 
publish members twi 

Signed by order of ?'resoytery. 

IsA AC BEGGS. Mode for 


The report ol samuel Mi L e, I S1Uh- 


i 


ary to Canada, was given im, accepted, and 


referred to the committee ol su plics 5 and 
it was further fesodved, That said report 
be referred to the com mittee ot DUIS and 


overtures, to make extracts from it for pub- 
lication. 

Mr. William Morris, ruling elder from 
the Presbytery of Philadelphia, appeared, 
and took his seat. 

Messrs. Whyte and Webster were ap- 
pointed a committee to transcribe the mi- 
nutes for publication in the Religious Moni- 
tor. Five hundred extra CO} ies ordered. 

On motion, Resolved, That the same 
order be observed in the exercise of cove- 
nanting, on to-morrow, that was observed 
last year. 

The roll having been called over, in or- 
der to ascertain who wil! be pre} ared to en- 

ge in the exercise, and some members 
laving expressed doubts respecting the call 
of duty in their own case, Dr. Ramsay, and 
Messrs. Carson and Miller were appointed 
a committee to converse with said members, 
and report to Synod. 

Resolved, also, That in reference to those 
who engaged in covenanting last year, their 
names be ‘publicly read over, and th y re- 
quired to give their assent, by rising and 
holding up their right hand 5 and that this 
be done immediately after administering the 
bond to the other members of Synod. 

Resolved, That the hour of adjournment 
be half past 12 o’clock, and of meeting in 
the afterncon, at 3 o’elock. 

Adjourned till that hour. Closed with 
prayer. 

8 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The Synod met and was opened with 
prayer. Members present as above. 

Read and corrected the minutes of last 
sitting. 

The committee of correspondence with 
the Reformed Synod, presente d the draught 
of a letter to said Sy nod. which was, on mo- 
tion, accepted, and referred to a select com- 
mittee. Messrs. Adams. Irvine. and Me- 
Elwee, said committee 


The 1 port of the Pr sbytery of Came 
bridge was read as follows, ‘and referred to 
the committee on bills and overtures. 


REPORT 
Of the Presbytery of Cambridge 


We have nothing extra rdimary to state respect 
ing re lig rion 1 our boul as Re V James P. Mille: 
was installes d pastor of the Associate congregation 
of Argyle, Uct. 28 

The Presbyte ry agreed to take Mr. John G 
Smart on trial for ordination, and he was ordain- 
ed to the cffice of the holy miuistry, Nov. 5th.— 
A call 


L ¢ from the Carolina Pres! ylery for Mr.Smart, 
was forwarded to this Presbytery and presented 
to him, whi é A call has been given 
by the Associate ¢ sregation of Ryegate t to Mr. 


Pringle, but g to ditiiculties which have aris- 
en lu the minds of members, they agreed to refer 
the matter of his ordination simpliciter to Synod 

In the fall of 1828 some difficulties arose be- 
tween Dr. Bullions and two of the students. Up- 

on investigating the case, the Presbytery deemed 
it necessary to libel Dr. Bullions; upon the issue 
of which there are several aypeals from him and 
a reference from Pre sbytery 

In May 1829 a complaint was tabled by the Rev 
Robert Lang against Dr. Bullions, for publishing 
errors in a paper on the Personal Glory of God, in 
the Ist vol. of the Monitor, and in another on the 
Sealing of the Spirit, vol. 4th. This also is refer- 
red to the Synod 

In Feb. 1829, the Presbytery suspended Peter 
Gordon from his standing as a student in divinity, 
and from sealing ordinances, because of unstead- 
fastness in the profession, and he has left our com- 
munion David Gordon and James Wallace have 
now studied four seasons under the care of Pres- 
bytery 

In Sept. 1829, William C. Pollock, a gradu- 
ate of Jefferson College, who came to the north 
on account of the state of his health, applied 
for admission to the communion of the Associate 
church and to the study of Theology, and was 
admitted, and he studied this season under th 
care of Presbytery 

May 5th, 1830, a call from the Associate con 
gregation of Johnstown to Rev. John G. Smart was 
sustained by Presbytery, and by him accepted.— 
A petition fr m the Associate congregation of Bo- 
Vina, praying that their call be again presented to 
Mr. Horatio Vacca: was granted, and the call 
is herewith laid on the table of Synod. 

It was agreed unanimously to petition Synod to 
divide this Presbytery—the line to be the North 
River, as far down as Waterford, and thence to 
run due East,—and the name of the new Presby- 
tery to be the Presbytery of Albany. ' 

Respecting the Hall we have nothing to report 

Owing to the pressure of business we have not 
had the subject of Slavery under consideration. 

By order of Presbytery. 

A. GORDON, Presby. Clerk 


The report of the Presbytery of the Ca- 
rolinas was presente |. As the report was 
verv long, before its rea ding’ was finished, 
That the read- 
ing of the remainder be defervell for the 


on motion, it was Resolved 


present, in order to leave the way open for 
ther necessary busine ss. 
The clerk of the Presbytery of Cam- 


bridge having given such an explanation of 


KELIGIOLS 





’ 


tne language Wiicii \ s censured in the re- 
port of said Presbytery last year, as con- 
vinced the Synod that the censure passed 
was owing to a misunderstanding, on mo- 
tion, Resolved, That the Synod take plea- 


sure in stating their conviction that said 


Presbytery was not deserving of censure in 
the case all ided to 

From this dectsion Mr. Hin request- 
ed his dissent to be marked 


In reference to the exercises of to-mor- 
row. Messrs. Gordon, Irvine, and Mc- 
Naught nm, were | 
Act on Covenanting, and the Acknowledg- 


ment of Sins, and conduct the services of 


the forenoot And the moderator was ap- 
pointed to ofter ip the contessory prayel 
and administer the bond 

Resolved, That while those formerly en- 
caged in public covenanting,* hav liberty 


to unite with the other membe 

that duty, others who do not feel at lib 
to do so, shall be called on to signify then 
adherence to their former cove nant ¢ T age- 
ments, and their approbation of the present 
deed of Synod. 

From this decision Messrs. Gordon, Me- 
Naughton, Adams, Carson, and W ebst Yr. 
requested their dissent to be marked. 

The moderato requested to be marked 
voting in the negative. 

Adjourned, to meet at half past 8 0’c! 
this evening Closed with pr 

HALF PAST 8 O'CLOCK, P. M 

The Synod met, and was opened with 
prayer by Mr. Miller, modera 
Members present as above Read the m- 

tes of last sitting 

The Synod resolved itself into a com 

» of the whole, for the purpose of holdin 
a free conversation, in order to remove dif- 
ficulties out of the way of covenanting, Mr 
Martin in the chair. | 


committee, the followine resolution was re- 


On the rising of the 
port -d for consideration, viz: 
Resolved, That there is no k 
ment, known to Synod, in the way of any 
member’s engaging | the duty of covenant- 
ing on to-morrow. 
This resolutio is 
adopted. From this decision, Dr. Ramsay, 
Messrs. Irvine, Gordon, Campbell, and Wil- 
heir dissent marked 
Adjourned to meet on Saturday mornin eo 
» 9 o'clock 


aiver GIs ion, VW 


son, requested to have t 


Closed with prayer. 


* This refers to those who had covenanted pre 
vious to last year ; the present deed of public co- 
venanting was considered as a continuation of the 
same deed of last year, and not asa diffe rent oc- 
casion.—Epitror Rei. Mon 


Ministers who had covenanted prior to yesterday 


MONITOR 


SATURDAY, Y OCLOCK, A. M. 
The Synod met, and was opened wit! 
prayer. Members present as above, to 
cether with the Rev. D. Blair, of the Pres- 
bytery of Allewhany. 
Vest rday the solemn exercise of publi: 
covena iting was performed at cording to pre- 
In the morning Mr. 
Martin preached from Nehemiah ix. 38.— 


vious arrangement 


And because of all this we make a sure 
| write it; and our princes, 
Levites, and pri sts seal unto it. 
exercises, the ser- 
y the brethren for- 
cording to the order of 
moderator offering up the 
conlessory prayer and administering the 
bond. Immediately afterwards, those who 
had previo isly coven inted, signified their 
assent to their former deed, and their appro- 
bation of the present proceeding, by msing 
and holding up the nght hand. During the 
subscribing of the bond the covenanters were 
idressed by several brethren, and reminded 
of their duty, privileges, and obligations. — 
The services were concluded with prayer 
d the apostolie benediction. 

g persons, members of Sy- 


l | 
{ } 


ers. subscribed the bond, Viz: 


vices were conduct lb 


Ministers. 
Mart 
ty . ) me . 
Franc Pringle, 
Liexander Gordon. 


lil, 


Thomas Geodwillie, 

David Blair, 

William M. McElwee, 

James Irvine, 

William Easton, 

Thomas Beveridge, 

Finley W. McNaughton. 

1 

Robert Bruce, 

Andrew Stark, 

Alexander Bulhions. 
Probationers covenanting 

Joseph Banks, 

William Pringle, 

James Templeton. 

Students of Theology 

David Gordon, 

James Wallace, 

William C. Pellock. 
Elders, members of Synod 

Robert Steele, 

George Murray, 

George Lowrie, 

William Turnbull, 

Joseph Middlemass, 

Chauncey Webster 








1Y. 
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Elde vs, nol members of Synod. 
James Hutchinson, 

William S. Young, 

James Haines, ‘ 

Daniel Murphy. 

Other persons who had formerly covenanted and 
yesterday signified their assent 
William Stevenson, 

William Morris, (memb. Synod.) 
James Wilson. 
Other persons w ho yesterday united with the 
Synod in the exercise af covenanting. 
Robert Skelton, 
A. Young, 
A. Skelton, 
Thomas Williams 
James Cameron, 
William Finley, 
Bliza McAllister 
John MeaAlilister, 
Margaret Anderso1 
Mary Craig, 
James O. Carson. 


In the evening, Mr. Whyte preache« 
from Deut. xxvi. 17.—‘* Thou hast avouch- 
ed the Lord this day to be thy God, and to 
walk in his ways, and to keep his statutes, 
and his commandments, and his judgments, 
and to hearken unto his voice 

This day the minutes of the last sitting 
Were read and approved. Reports were 

Ven in and read from the Presbyteries of 
Phindelpiie, Chartiers, and Alleghany, as 
follow, and, on motion, laid on the table. 


REPORT 
Of the Presbytery of Philade!phi« 

Nothing of prominent interest has occurred in 
our bounds since last meeting of Synod. The 
congregations under our inspection continue in a 
state of peace, and in some of them a desirable 
increase of numbers has taken place. Our va- 
cancies have suffered some disappointment of sup- 
ply by the failure of Messrs. Ferrier and Hind- 
man, who neither appeared in the bounds of the 
Presbytery nor forwarded an excuse. 

The matters referred to the consideration of 
Presbytery, for them to make report on, have 
been the subject of attention, and the views of 
Presbytery will be communicated in a separate 
paper. 

The Presbytery have to report that a call for 
Mr. Horatio Wecesiad from Guinston, and Low- 
er Chanceford has been sustained by pret 
A sufficient supply of preachers for our vacancies 
is solicited and expected. 

By order of Presbytery. 

F. W. M’NAUGHTON. Moder atoi 


Report on the following points veferred by th 
Synod to the consideration of Presbyteries. 
In regard to marriage, Presbytery on inquiry 
found that before marrying people, the members 
are at pains to ascertain that the purpose of mar- 


riage is somewhat notorious; that the parents of 


the parties, if within reach, have been ac quainted 
with it and give their consent, and that time is 
taken to learn whether any ‘hav e objections to of- 

er: but that the publicat 1 of hane of marriage 





on Sabbath is not generally observed. The Pres- 
bytery beg leave to rec ommend to Synod, that in 
‘ ongregations where it is preferred, the previous 
publication of the purpose of marriage in the ses- 
sion, either ten days, or a competent time before 
its celebration, be judged sufficient to answer the 
end. 

In regard to the Testimony of the Synod of 
Original Seceders, while the Presbytery perceive 
no difference between their principles and our 
own which ought to place an insuperable obstacle 
in the way of our mutual communion, there are 
yet evidently differences on some points. And it 
is the opinion of Presbytery that truth would not 
suffer, and that the peace of the church would be 
most effectually maintained by abstaining from 
agitating any further the question of ecclesiasti 
cal connexion with that Synod. 

On the overture on slavery, after some conside- 
ration, Resolved, that Presbytery do not accord 
with the adoption of the overture, in its present 
shape, as being too vauge and indefinite. 

Agreeably to order of Synod for Presbyteries to 
call to their bar such of their members as had leit 
last meeting without leave, Mr.. Whyte offered an 
excuse for having done so, which was sustained 

By order of Pre ssbytery. 

F. W. M’NAUGHTON, Moderator 


REPORT 
Of the Presbytery of Chartiers 


The Presbytery of Chartiers report that on July 
7th, 1829, Mr. James Templeton was licensed to 
preach the gospel; and on the I4th of the same 
month Mr. Nathaniel Ingles was ordained to the 
holy ministry. Mr. James M’Caryl was licens- 
ed to preach on the Ist of September, 1829. Our 
worthy father, Dr. Anderson, departed this life 
on the 6th of April, 1830. Two students, Messrs 
Bankhead Boyd and David Thomson, were, on 
examination, admitted to the study of Theology 

Presbytery agreed to a report on the Testimony 
of the Original Seceders, which shall be laid be- 
fore Synod. Against this deed of Presbytery two 
of the members dissented, owing, as they said, to 
their not having had sufficient opportunity to con- 
sider that book. 

Farther, Presbytery report in favour of the Di 
vinity Hall’s being located at Cannonsburgh. 

In respect of publication of the purpose of mar- 
riage, Presbytery report that some of the mem- 
bers who formerly published but twice have re- 
turned now to the practice of publishing three 
several Sabbaths, and some other members con 
tinue to publish two Sabbaths only. 

Our vacancies are in prosperous circumstances, 
but owing to the death of Dr. Anderson they are 
increased in number. We hope the Synod will 
attend to our necessity so as to give us supply of 
preachers. We would require one probationer 
through the whole year. 

THOMAS ALLISON, Moderato) 

James Ramsay, Clerk pro. tem 


REPORT 
Of the Presbytery of Alleghany. 


No very marked or material change has taken 
place in our congregations, settled or vacant, since 
our last report to Synod. 

For some time we had the flattering prospect ot 
a settlement of one of our vacancies and of receiv- 
ing an additional member to our Presbytery; in 
this however, we regret to state, we have been 
at last disappointed. At our last meeting in Pitts- 

irch Mi Ty 1 n t{ @ Vey 17 7 ] } e rec oy 





tion of the charge of Upper Piney and adjoining 
branches, which he had accepted in October last, 
ind the Presbytery deemed it expedient, all things 
considered, to ac cept it; and accordingly those 
congregations are again on the list of our vacan- 
cies. This circumstance we hope will not be 
overlooked, when the appointments is 
made out. Mr. Hindman’s reasons of resignation 
are herewith transmitted at and they 
may be considered as in some measure our re 
for accepting it. 

With regard to the location of the Theological 
Seminary, we report our preference of Pittsburgh. 

On the subject of the publication of bans, on 
the Sabbath, we simply state the fact that it Is 
not generally observed by our members 

On the subject of slavery we have 
port the following unanimous resolution of our 
Presbytery—* Whereas the Act of 1811 
condemned the practice of slave-holding as a mor- 


scale of 


his re quest, 


asols 


only to re- 


Synod’s 


al evil, therefore it is the judgment of this Pres 
bytery that the Synod should take measures to 
ury this principle into proper effect 
On motion, Resolve d, That so muc!l 


he reports ol Presbyterie S as reiate 
public ation of the purpose of marriage 
referred to a select 
tO report ~eneat 
Carson, the committee. 

Extracts from the minutes of the commis- 
sion of Synod, appointed last 


committee, 


Miller 


year, 1 the 


case of the congregation of Peters’ Cree] 
were read, and, on motion, laid on the table 
Papers were given in by the Rev. A 
Wilson, containing a remonst! 1d 
plaint against the commission afore ind 
ilso a libel against the Presbytery of Char- 


tiers, for th ir ¢ mnduet in this case, I, ( 


ytion, laid on the tab! 

Proceeded to the order of the day, viz: The 
consideration of th Phe yorical Se lary 
Extracts were read from the last will of John 


McAllister, deceased, bequeathing a lega 


of two thousand dollars to this Synod, for t 
benefit of the Theo! ical Seminaries. Also 
letter addressed to the trustees : airec- 
tors of the Theol y 1 Sc nary, by J i 
Irwin, register for the county of Cumber- 
land, Penn. stating that George Sander 
late of said count had, by will, bequeathed 
to the The look al Seminary, three hundred 
acres of land, situated in Erie « yunty , Pen 
toreth r with a legacy of 42.000, with 
his bo ks, remaining uns Id at the tim » Ol! 
ecease. The agents appoint d last yeal tol 
the purpose of solv iting’ ¢ yntrib itions 1n the 
several Presbyteries, for the ‘Theological 


Seminary, were called upon for their report 
On motion, Resolved, That a treasure? 
be appointed to receive the contributions fo1 
the Theological: Seminary. Mr. Kendall 
was appointed for this purpose. Proceeded 
to the question on the location of the Hall. 
The remarks ol me mie rs were he ard in ro 
Before these remarks were 1, 


veaw weve) 


tation 


ave 
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MONITOR. 15 


Closed 


the Synod adjourned till 3 o’clock. 
with prayer. 


3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Th Synod met, and was opened with 
praye ‘Members present as above. Read 
the minutes of last sitting. 

On motion, Resolved, That the standing 
rule sear nee papers to be called for at the 
commencement of each sederunt, be dispens- 
ed with, in order to proceed with the discus- 
sion left unfinished mm the forenoon. After 
considerable discussion, the vote was taken, 
Ad- 


and decided in favor of Cannonsburgh. 
Monday morning.— 


yurned till 9 o’clor k, 

Closed wit! prayer. 
Monpbay, May 31. 

and was opened with 


er. Members Read 


| resent as above. 


the minutes of last sitting. Papers being 
called for, one was given in by Dr. Bullions, 
which being read, it was moved and carried, 
that Dr. Bullions have leave to withdraw 
The 1 ‘port of the Board of Managers of 
» West ern Hall, was given im and read 
follows, and on motion laid on the table. 
REPORT 
Of the Board of Managers of the Western Thee 
ological Hall. 
The Board beg leave to report, that during the 


session which terminated on the 3lst March, the 
ving students attended the lectures, accord: 
ing to their ective grades, viz: Messrs. James 
Rodgers and James Bruce, of the 4th year; Thom- 
as Wilson, James P. Ramsay and Withiam M’Clel- 

ind, of the 2d year; James Henderson, Bank- 
head Boyd, David Lindsey and David Thompson, 
of the Ist year. 

Discourses were delivered by each of the stu- 
dents, as specimens of improvement, which were 
highly gratifying to the Board. They were then 
ied at length on the Hebrew Bible, and al- 
‘ral chapters of the system of Theology, 


rest 


eXxamil 


ind acquitted themselves much to their own cred- 
t and the satisfaction of the Board. We have 


only to add, 


that Mr. Andrew Murdock, who had 


formerly attended as a student, has been removed 
by de ith 
” By er of the Board. 
ALEX’R. MURRAY, Presiden. 
Tomas Hanna, Seeretary. 
P. S. A communication has been received 


from the Register of Cumberland Co. Pennsylva- 
nia, informing us that George Sanderson, late of 
said ane deceased, has, by his last will and 
testament, bequeathed to the Western Theological 
Seminary of the Associate church, three hundred 
acres of land, situatein Erie Co. Penn., and also 
the sum of two thousand dollars, which isin bonds 
against John Wanderlich; as also all his books, 
remaining unsold at his vendue, to be deposited 
in the library attached to the Hall. We respect- 
fully request the Synod to take some order for the 
disposal of this bequest. By order. 
THOMAS HANNA, Secretary. 


wie e _Teport of the Missionaries on the 
lission, was giveg ip; apd read 
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losed rear ‘ ‘ — 
as follows, and, Oh motion, relerred to the 
committee of bills and overtures. 

REPORT 

Of the Western Missionaries. 

Your Missionaries proceeded immediately to the 
mission ground; Mr. Kendall after the adjournment 
of Synod, and Mr. Ingles after his ordination.— 
The former reached the first station in the first 
week of July. The latter, whose ordination took 
place on the 15th of July, reached it in the 4th 
week of August, having stopped one Sabbath to 
assist in dispensing the sacrament of the supper 
within the bounds of the Miami Presbytery. On 
the 4th Sabbath of the same month we dispensed 
the supper at Upper Raccoon, and on the Monday 
following met in Presbytery for the purpose of 
regulating our future proceedings. We made out 
a scale of appointments extending to the extreme 
places and occupying the principal part of our 


M. 
with 


Read 


ding 
t the 
ens- 
scus- 
Alter 
ken, 

Ad- 


g.— 


BI. time, reserving as much as seemed to be necessa- 
with to enable us tospend some time in each place 
Read on the return. Having fulfilled these appoint- 
eing ments we again metin Presbytery in Randolph 
: Co. Illinois, on the 22d of January, and disposed 
eg of a small part of our time and of some other busi- 
ried, ness; and again at Lower Raccoon, on the 23d 
lraw February, where we disposed of the balance of our 


time till the meeting of Synod. 


; These appoint- 
ments have also been fullilled. 


£ We deemed it 
a proper to travel separately, meeting only where it 
read was necessary. We have to remark in general 


able. that the propriety of giving a full attention to this 
1ew part of the vineyard does not appear less clear 
‘om the present state of it than it formerly did. 
At Upper Raccoon there was a very considerable 
accession to the cause. The brethren at Lower 
Raccoon, in order to collect themselves into a 


Thee 


g the 


the more compact settlement as well as for other good 
ord. reasons, are moving about 90 miles higher up the 


| Wabash to a place called Barnet’s Creek, near the 


ss, mouth of Eel River. Those at Bloomington are 
Clel. about to join them there. Some of them have 
vow already done so and others are expected to do so 


shortly. At a place called Sugar Creck, near 
Crawfordsville, and between Upper Raccoon and 
Barnet’s Creek, some families have settled.— 
These three places have united in seeking a stated 
dispensation of ordinances by calling a pastor to 
labour among them, as will be seen by papers laid 


SON, 


 stu- 
were 
then 


: < before Synod. In Randolph Co. Ilinois, we also 
aa hg dispensed the supper. It appears pretty certain 
“eal that there will be a congregation there. They 


have petitioned for six month’s supply, as per pa- 
pers referred. The brethren at Apple Creek seem 
to be attaining to greater clearness about the way 
of duty, and to steadfastness and comfort. The 
succeeding missionaries will probably find it ad- 
visable toorganize this place. Those who were 
on Spoon River, Illinois, last year, are now set- 
tled on Henderson River. They are about 12 
miles from the Mississippi and about sixty above 


had 
oved 


te of the Lower Rapids, where it will be remembered 
and there are a few families in our communion. We 
rical found a good degree of piety and ready submis- 
dred sion to the word here. We baptized six adults 


in these places, three of whom were heads of fam- 


nds ilies. Their prospects as to increase seems also 
oks, to be good: we met with several families in our 
ited communion, emigrating to them. There were four 
ect- families left the settlement in Missouri last year, 


and settled in that on Raccoon, preferring the ad- 
vantages of a free state and the prospect, as they 
supposed, of getting a settled dispensation of ordi- 
pances sooner. But the loss to those who remain- 
ed has been made up, and more, by other aid which 
they have since received. We ly before Synod 
> J 
OL. VII. 
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a petition for supply from anew place which lies 
in Calloway Co. about 50 milesfrom them. They 
have also received other aid, and we met with 
three families on our return, preparing to move to 
them, from Kentucky. It was found impracticable 
to comply with the petition of these people, pre- 
sented to your missionaries last year, by dispensing 
the supper among them. Lying at the extreme 
we did not reach them till the dead of winter.— 
They are scattered and without a meeting-house. 
We forward a petition from them praying Synod 
to send the missionaries to them this season in 
time to dispense it in the month of September or 
before the middle of October. It may be done by 
their proceeding directly to that point and spend- 
ing the time in retuming. It appears to your mis- 
sionaries equitable. Other places in these ex- 
treme parts labour under the same inconveniences. 
On the 3d Sabbath of April one of us dispensed 
the supper in the vacancy on Salt River, Ken.— 
The cause gains ground there. We met with very 
earnest They wish the 
supper to be dispensed among them twice in the 
ye ul 

In the reuit there is a great de- 
mand for books, such as Bibles, Testimonies, Con- 
fessions, Catechisms, &c. The demand for the 
Testimony is particularly urgent. The labors of 
missionaries must be in no small degree paralyzed 
for want of them. We were urged to receive sub- 
scriptions at several places for lots of books. We 
did so, but not knowing how to proceed in the bu- 
siness we lay it before Synod. Perhaps it would 
be advisable to appoint a standing committee asa 
book agency. 


lesires after ordinances. 


bounds of our ¢} 


JOHN KENDALL. 
NATHANIEL INGLES. 
Mr. Ingles’ account. 
Recemts,. oo cesccoces re 
Expenditures, .....cceees 
Mr. Kendall’s account. 
Receipts, ..cciccuvensese 


«+ $174,813 


51,79 


A call forthe Rev. Mr. Ingles, from the 
congregations of Upper Raccoon, Sugar 
Creek. and Barnet’s Creek, in the state of 


Indiania, with accompanying documents, was 
on motion laid on the table. Pe- 
t itions from Randolph c yunty, Illinois, Cal- 
loway and Ralls counties, Missouri, for sup~ 
ply of 


r¢ ad, and 


‘gospel ordinances, were read, and, on 
motion, referred to the committee of supplies. 
The report of the Presbytery of Miami, 
was in, and read as follows, and, 
on motion, referred to the committee of sup- 
} 


pues. 


given In, 


REPORT 
Of the Presbytery of Miami. 
No material alteration has taken place during 


the last year in any of ourcongregations. Innone 
of them has the number of members been dimin- 


ished: in all of them there is more or less of an in- 
crease. Petitions for supplies have been received 
from Bellfontaine, - Co. Ohio, and from the 
city of Cincinnatti; in each ef which places there 
are a few families of our communion, and others 
who appear disposed to join us in case they have 
the means of becoming better acquainted with our 
principles. We deem it of ‘great importance tothe 
interests of the Secession church in the United 
States, that prompt and liberal! attention be given 
to the necessities of the people in Cincinnatti, and 
we invite the Synod tothe consideration of the 
° 
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question whether it be not their duty to afford the 
Presbytery direct and immediate aid in the fur- 
nishing and supporiing of a stated supply in that 
place for one year. Our older vacancies appear to 
be suffering much in respect of the growth of 
Christian knowledge and of vital godliness, par- 
ticularly among the race, from the want of 


rising 


a stated dispensation of public ordinances amor 
them. We rejoice however to announce that from 
three of these congregations calls have been re- 


and sustaied.— 


insmoitts ] to >) nod, 


ceived for difierent « dida 
These calls are herewith t 
with our earnest petition that means 
have them presented as soon as 
sidering the great distance of the members of Pres- 
bytery trom ear 
the call or calls for any one or more of the candid- 
ates who may be present at the meeting of Sy- 
nod, be pre sented them by Synod at this m 
in order that opportunity may be afforded Presby- 
tery, in case of acceptance, to take measures before 
we separate, for a regular settlement. 

On the subject of slavery we propose offering a 
separate report. On the subject of the Testimony 
of the Original Seceders we have nothing to offer, 
as no copy of the Testimony has been forwarded to 
Presbytery, and only one of our members has had 
an opportunity of perusing it 

In regard to the subject of the publication of 
bans, we have to report that publication has not 
for many years been generally observed by mem- 
bers in the bounds of our Presbytery. But no vio- 
lation of the rule in the Book of Discipline has 
been committed by any of our ministers since the 
last meeting of Synod. We respectfully request 
the Synod, in reviving and enforcing the rule so 
long in disuse in most of our congregations, to fur- 
nish us with reasons sufficient in their own nature 
to satisfy the conscience of individuals who do not 
see a necessity for the measure. Of the supplies 
allotted us by Synod Messrs. Ferrier, Templeton, 
and M’Caryl, have fulfilled their part with a pleas- 
ing degree of faithfulness and punctuality.— 
Messrs. Wallace and Wilson have done the same, 
with the exception of the first month of their ap- 
pointment. The reason assigned for their failure 
was the delay of their licensure by the Presbytery 
of Muskingum. Mr. Banks was nearly two 
months later than his appointment in entering ou 
bounds: no reason has been assigned for this de- 
lay. Mr. Samuel Hindman has not appeared 
among us, nor offered any reason for his failure. 

By order of Presbytery. 

JAMES ADAMS, Presby. Clerh 


Dr. Bruce was, at his own request, dis- 


be taken to 


Possit le Con- 


h other, we in partic ular equest that 


eung, 


charged from the committee of supplies, and 
Mr. Blair substituted in his room. 

Calls were laid on the table as follows ; 
from the congregation of Xenia, for Mr. S. 
Wilscn ; from the congregation of Sugar 
Creek ; for Mr. James Templeton ; and 
from the congregations of Carmel and Clark, 
for Mr. John Wallace. 

Extracts from the minutes of the Presby- 
tery of Cambridge, accompanied with va- 
rious papers, in reference to protests and 
appeals in the case of the Rev. Dr. A. Bul- 
lions, were given in; and, on motion, or- 
dered for the present to lie on the table. 

Procee.ied to the order of the day, viz. 


the subject of the kheologieat Seminary. 
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A paper containing resolutions on the sub- 
ject, was read, and, on motion, referred to 
‘a select committee. The committee to con- 
sist of Dr. Ramsay, and Messrs. Miller, 
Heron, and Stark. Ordered, that the com- 
n rt to-morrow morning. 

n, the order of the day was dis- 
with in order to make way for the 
consideration of the papers transmitted by 
the Presbytery of Cambridge. 

h ishing the reading of these pa- 
\ nod adjourne d till 3 o’clock.— 
Closed with prayer 


— 
we 


pers, the 


3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 
met and was opened with 
prayer, present as above, read the 
minutes of last sitting. Mr. Middlemass re-- 
quested and obtained leave of absence from 
the remaining sederunts. On motion, Mr. 
Kendall was added to the committee of sup- 
Mr. Smart asked and obtained leave 
of absence during the remainder of the pre- 
sent sederunt. Proceeded with the busi- 
ness left unfinished, in the forenoon, (viz. ) 
the reading of the papers transmitted by the 
Presbytery of Cambridge, relative to the 
protests and appeals. After all the papers 
were read, the Synod proceeded to hear the 
parties. The moderator being a member of 
the Presbytery of Cambridge, left the chair 
which was occupied by Mr. Pringle. 

The first protest was that of Dr. Bul- 
lions, against a decision of said Presbytery, 
passed in February, 1829. Extracts from 
the minutes of the Presbytery of Cambridge, 
were read to the following effect: “The 
following question was put and decided in 
the affirmative, are the grounds presented 
by the students, for their absenting them- 
selves from the lectures of Dr. Bullions, suf- 
ficient, if they satisfy the Presbytery that 
they had sufficient evidence to induce them 
to believe them tobetrue.” The Presbyte- 
ry then heard the students as to the evidence, 
which induced them to believe the things spe- 
cified in their reasons. The following ques- 
tion was then put and decided in the affirma- 
tive. Have the students given the Presbyte- 
ry sufficient evedence to induce the belief that 
they (the students) believed the things sta- 
ted in their grounds of reasons? Against 
this last decision Dr. Bullions protested for 
reasons to be given in, and appealed to the 
Associate Synod to meet in May next. 
The Presbytery agreed that this protest can- 
not be admitted. Against this decision Dr. 
Bullions protested. Reasons of his pro-= 
test with answers to these reasons were read. 
The parties were then heard and removed ; 


ri a, ’ 
Lit OVhno 


| 


members 


plies. 
Pr 
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1e sub- 
rred to 
to con- 
Miller, 


e com- 


‘as dis- 
for the 
ted by 


'S@ pa 
ock.— 


P.M. 
1 with 
oad the 
ass re» 
e from 
» Mr. 
of sup- 
1 leave 
1e pre- 
busi- 
(viz. 

by the 
to the 
papers 
par the 
aber of 
e chair 


. Bul- 
vytery, 
's from 
bridge, 
“ The 
ded in 
sented 
them- 
ns, suf- 
y that 
e them 
sbyte- 
idence, 
x8 spe- 
r ques= 
flirma- 
sbyte- 
ief that 
gs sta- 
gainst 
ed for 
to the 
next. 
st can- 
m Dr. 
| pro= 
» read. 
ved; 





pi 


nd the members of Synod proceeded to 
rive their mind on the subject. The ques= 
Mion was then taken, “Sustain the appeal 
Wir not?” and carried “ Sustain,” by the 
Seasting vote of the moderator. 

The moderator resumed the chair. 

The call from U pper Raccoon, &c. was pre- 
ented to Mr. Ingles and by him accepted. 
A request was presented by the Presby- 
ery of Miami that the calls laid by them on 
he Synod’s table, be presented by the Sy- 
od to any of the candidates that may be 
esent. This request was granted, and 
he call from Sugar Creek was presented to 
Mr. Templeton and by him accepted. 

On motion, Resolved, that the congre- 
ation, whose call Mr. Ingles has this day 
cepted, be annexed to the Presbytery of 
fiami. 
Adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 
D o'clock. Closed with prayer. 
























TUESDAY, JUNE 1. 
The Synod met and was opened with 
prayer. Members present as above, except 
James Hutchison in the room of Samuel 
awthorn. 
Read and corrected the minutes of last sit- 


Ras 

The report of the Presbytery of Musking- 
um, on the subject of the Scotch Testimony, 
Was given in, and on motion, laid on the table. 

The committee on billsand overtures pre- 
sented a report on the report of the Presby- 
tery of Ohio. On this subject a motion was 
made and carried to this eflect—* Resolved, 
that the complaint of the Presbytery of Ohio 
against the Presbytery of Muskingum, in 
the case of Mr. Samuel Hindman, is ground- 
less. 

The same committee reported on the report 
of the Missionary to Canada, recommending 
the publication of extracts from said report. 
This was agreed to. 

EXTRACTS FROM THE REPORT 
Of the Upper Canada Missionary, to the Asso- 
ciate Synod of North America. 

Owing to particular circumstances, I was una- 
ble to set out on my tour before the second week 
in August. Itbeing late in the week when I ar- 
rived at Stamford, Upper Canada, I preached there 
on the third Sabbath of August. The fourth Sab- 
bath I preached at Dumfries, and on the 5th at Old- 
borrough, about a hundred and twenty miles west 
of the former place, to a numerous congregation. 
As these people were daily expecting a minister 
from the General Assembly church of Scotland, 
to take charge of them, they did not solicit the vis- 
its of your missionaries to be repeated. From 
Oldborough I returned to the Tolbut settlement, 
where I preached on the first Sabbath of Septem- 
ber. In this place there are twenty-three families 
of professed Presbyterians, who appear very anx- 
ous to be supplied with a pure dispensation of gos- 


MINUTES OF SYNOD. 2: 


w 


pel ordinances. On the Tuesday following there 
was a meeting of a majority of these people held in 
order to form themselves into a congregation, or 
society, which was done as far as practicable.— 
They formally and unanimously expressed their 
desire to be taken under your care, and solicit a 
continuation of your attention. They also sub- 
scribed liberally for the purpose of aiding your 
missions tothem. Some of these people, who 
were absent from the meeting, were visited after- 
wards, and they concurred with those who were 
present. I next proceeded to London, (London 
District,) where I preached on the next Sabbath. 
At a meeting of these people on the Monday fol- 
lowing, they declared their adherence to a resolu- 
tion which they had previously made, which was 
to put themselves under your care, At their re- 
quest.I preached to them on Friday, the same 
week, in order to afford an opportunity of having 
the ordinance of baptism dispensed. During the 
time intervening, the greater part of the families 
were visited and catechised, which afforded a 
pleasing evidence of their attention to religious 
duties. Some objections being obviated and an- 
swered, and difficulties removed with regard to 
the Secession Testimony, with the exception of 
a very few, they expressed their willingness to re- 
ceive and maintain it as their Testimony, were 
there a better prospect of their obtaining a stated 
ministry, or even a more frequent supply of gospel 
ordinances; but under existing circumstances they 
rather hesitated. Hence the necessity of a more 


liberal supply from Synod. I did not visit the 
people in Lobo, owing to want of time. The 


next Sabbath I preached about eight miles south 
of their meeting-house in London, to a small as- 
sembly, the day being very rainy. They also met 
on Monday following and expressed a great desire 
that Synod would continue tonotice them. Leay 
ing this place I returned to Dumfries, where J 
preached on the two following Sabbaths. After 
assisting Mr. Russell in dispensing the sacrament 
at Stamford, I again returned to Dumfries where 
I remained the three following Sabbaths, on one 
of which the sacrament was dispensed at that place. 
This congregation continues in a prosperous con- 
dition. From Dumfries I went to Esquising, 
where I preached the next two Sabbaths. The 
people of that congregation are indeed very desi- 
rous of having a fixed dispensation of the gospel, 
and no doubt could support it were they more of 
one mind, or were such measures taken to unite 
them together as might be effectual. This desirable 
object it is hoped might be gained, could the Sy- 
nod afford them the constant labour of a missionary 
for five or six months together. This they desire, 
if practicable. 

The remainder of November was spent in York, 
New-York; where, by order of Cambridge Pres-« 
bytery, I assisted Mr. Russell in dispensing the 
sacrament, The ca!l to send the gospel to those 
destitut ms, is indeed very great. 

Respectfully submitted, 


SAMUEL M’LANE. 


eg 
» 


Travelling expenses,.......+00. save den dee 

Recieved at Dumfries,........... #26 00 

Do. at English Settlement, London, 6,50 

Do. at Scotch Settlement, London, 2,00 

Do. at Stamford,........ Pewee s 8,00 

Do. at Esquising,...scsccscsssese 4,73 
$57,25 


In reference to the report of the Western 
Missionaries, the said committee recommen~ 
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ded that a depository 1or bl bles, testimonies 
and other books, he established in Louisville, 
Kentucky, or Cincinnati, Ohio. This sub- 
tect was, on motion, referred to a select com- 
mittee. Messrs. Adams, Kendall, and In- 
gles, the committee. 

The request of the Presbytery of Cam- 
bridge for a division of said #’resbytery was 
granted. The 


ne Ww Presby tery to be cailed the Presb tery 


taken imto consideration an 


Albany, and to be bounded by the gweo- 
ech yhical lines sp cified in the re port ft the 
Presbyte ry of Cambridge 

The first meeting of the Presbytery ol 
Albany to be held at Johnstown, on the od 
Wednesday of July next, and to be constitu- 
ted by Mr. Stark as moderator. 

On motion, iesvived, that all papers 
which may then be inthe hands of the Pres- 
byte Ty of Cambridge ,re lative to matters con- 
cerning the i >resbyte ry of Albany, be trans- 
mitted ‘ to said Pre sbyt ry 

The following students were ordered to 
be taken on trials for license, viz: James 
Rodgers, by the Presbytery of Ohio, James 
oe by the the Presbyte ry of Musking- 

David Gordon, by the Presbytery of 
Cambridge, and James Wallace by the Pres- 
bytery of Philadelphia. 

The calls from Xenia, and Carmel, and 
Clarke, in the Presbytery of Miami, for pre- 
sentation to the candidates after the expira- 
tion of their probationary year, and any other 
éalls that may be proposed before that time 
are ordered to be transmitted to said Pre by- 
tery. 

7 he calls for Mr. Thompson from Bovina 
in the Presbytery of Cambridge, and Guiis- 
ton, and Lower Chanceford, in the Presby- 
tery of Philadelphia, were on motion, pre- 
sented to the candidate, and the call from 
Guinston rejected. With respect to the call 
from Bovina, Mr. Thompson expressed some 
hesitation about unconditional acceptance. 

Whereupon it was on motion, Resolved, 
that said call be transmitted to the Presby- 
tery of Cambridge, to be presented before 
the adjournment of Synod. 

The committee appointed last evening, on 
the resolution offered yesterday morning, re- 
lative to the Theological Seminary, presen- 
ted a report, which was on motion, ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Proceeded with the unfinished business of 
yesterday, Mr. Pringle taking the chair as 
moderator. An extract was read from the 
minutes of the Presbytery of Cambridge, 
under date of Sept. 9th, 1829, to this effect: 
* After hearing Dr. Bullions, James Wallace 


MONITOR 





2-4 


was called as a witness on the part of the 
prosecution; Dr. Bullions objected to the 
witness; Presbytery overruled the objec- 
tion and admitted the witness. Against this 
decision Dr. Bullions protested.” 

The reasons of protest,with answers to these 
The parties wsre then 
heard. Atthis stage of the business a mo- 
tion was made and carried, that a paper allu- 
ded to, by Dr. Bullions, as being a libel 
against the students, laid by him on the 
ble of the Presbytery of C ambridge, be 
now laid on the SY nod’s table to be used as 

Synod shall think fit. This paper was read. 
The parties being removed, the Synod ad- 


reasons were reac. 


journed to meet at three o'clock. Closed 


with prayer. 


3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The Synod met and was opened with 


prayer, members present as above. Read 
the minutes of last sitting. 

The report of Robert Steele, treasurer at 
Philadelphia, was read and om motion, refer- 
red to the committee on the funds. Mr. 
Campbell asked and obtained leave of ab- 
sence tor the remainder of this afternoon. 

Proceeded to the unfinished business OF 
the forenoon. Mr. Pringle in the modera= 
tor’s chair. After c siderable discussion, 
the que stion was put, ** Sustain the appeal 
or not.”* and carrie¢ “‘Not sustain.’ 

Mr. Miller asked and obtained pa. of 


absence during the remaining sittings of Sy- 
nod. A protest of tie same nature with 
the one just deeided, was also given in, re- 


lating to the admission by the Cambridge 
Presbytery of David Gordon as a witness. 
The reasons and answers being the same, the 
Synod decided in this case, as in the former. 
Proceeded to the consideration of Dr. 
Bullions’ protest agaist a decission of Cam- 
bridge Presbytery, September, 1829, on a 
libel against him, finding him guilty ‘ender 
the following spe cification, (viz. ) “That he 
had fatsified on his way home from Salem, in 
say ing that the people of Salem had invited 
A. Mitche ll to preach, but he had no hand 
init.” Extr - ts from the minutes of Presby- 
tery were read, and afterwards the testimony 
taken before the Presbvtery, relative to the 
case. The reasons of protest and answers to 
these reasous were read, and afterwards the 
parties heard. The parties were then re- 
moved. The question, after discussion was 
taken, ‘‘ Sustain the appeal or not ?”’ and car- 
ried “ sustain.”? Adjourned till 9 o’clock te~ 
morrow morning. Closed with prayer 
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MINI 
WEDNESDAY, 
The Synod met and was opened 
prayer. Members present as above. 
the minutes of last sitting. 
On motion, Mr. Gordon 
the committee on the Bible Tract So- 
and said committee are ordered to 
report to-morrow morning. 
The seve ral 


report on compliance 


JUNE 2. 
with 


Read 


was added to 
and 


eties, 


called to 
with the Synod’s order 
of iast year, to catl to their bar those mem- 
bers who had withdrawn from Synod 
year without leave. Before taking any or- 
der on this subject, the Synod determined 
to proceed to the unfinished business of yes- 


) ,] 
Presbyteries were 


last 


terday, Mr. Pringie in the chair. An ex- 
tract from the minutes of the Presbyte ry of 
Cambridge, dated mber 1th, 1829, 
was read to this effect, That Mr. Bullions 


did falsify saying on the flo rr of Synod, in 
May, 1828, that the words of the Presbyte- 


ry in admitting Mr. Wm. Pringle wi 
‘upon aceeding to the a f rin ci- 
ples, in their whole extent, he was admit- 


ted.” Against the leciion of Presbytery 
finding this charge proved, Dr. Bullions had 

rotested. The etinieoy ‘tae before 
aclivtety on this spe ification was read; 
and also, Dr. Bull lions’ reasons of protest, 
with the Presbytery’s answers. The par- 
ties were then heard and removed. After 


members of Synod had expressed their 
Views, the question was put, ‘Sustain the 
appeal or fot?” and carried “ sustain.” — 
| Aagainst this decision Mr. Gordon moved 
the priviledge of entering his protest, pro- 


vided he shall see cause. 

Proceeded to the consideration of the next 
protest which was taken by Dr. Bullions a- 
gainst a decision of the Presby tery « ye am- 
bridge of the same date of the former, find- 
ing him guilty, under the following -ecif 
eation of charge, viz: * Insubordination to 
the courts of Christ’s house,” in saying that 
the note affixed tothe Narrative prefixed to 
the Declaration and Testimony, respecting the 
United Secession Church in Scotland, * is 
the greatest tissue of falshood which he ever 
saw.’’? Extracts from the minutes of the 
Presbytery of Cambridge were read, and al- 


so the testimony taken in the case. Rea- 
sens of protest by Dr. Bullions, with the 
Presbytery’s answers were also read. The 


parties were then heard. Before any further 
proceedings in ‘he case, the treasurer at 
Philadelphia gave in an addition to his for- 
mer report, which was, on motion, referred 
to the committee on the funds. And the 
Synod adjourned until 3 o’clock 

Closed with prayer. 
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SYNOD 
3 0 CLOCK, P. M 


The Synod met and was opened witi 
prayer. ‘Members present as above. 

Mr. Campbell of the Presbytery of Al- 
bany was, on motion, added to the committee 
of supplies. 

Read the minutes of last sitting, and, on 
motion, the business presently on hand was 
dispensed with, to make way for the refer- 
ence by the Presbytery of Cambridge, men- 
tioned in the report of said Presbytery, of 
the question respecting the ordination of 
Mr. William Pringle. The members of 
the Presbytery of Cambridge were heard in 
explanation of the grounds of the reference. 
On motion, the case was referred to a select 
committee, with orders to report to-morrow 
morning. Dr. Ramsay and Messrs. Prin- 
gle and Carson, were appointed said com- 
mittee. 


Resumed the unfinished business of the 


orenoon, Mr. Pringle in the chair. The 
members of Synod were heard in rotation, 


and the question put, “ Sustain the appeal or 
not ?”? and carried, ** Not sustain.” 

Proceeded to the consideration of the re- 
maining protest, which was taken by Dr. 
Bullions against a decision of the Presbytery 
of Cambridge of the above date, sustaining 
as proved a charge of * inconsistency in his 
profession,” under the specification of “ hold- 
ing our principles in consistency with the 
principles of the United Secession church in 
Scotland.” Extracts from the minutes of 
Pre sbytery were read relative to the spe ci- 
fication, and also the te stimony taken in the 
case. The reasons of protest, with the Pres- 
bytery’s answers to these reasons, were then 
read, and the parties having been heard, were 
removed. After a full diec ussion, but be fore 
coming to a decision, bea Synod adjourned 
till 9 o’clock to-morrow morning. Closed 
with prayer 


THURSDAY, JUNE 3. 


The Synod met and was opened with pray- 
er. Members present as above. Read the 
minutes of last sitting. 

The select committee in the case of Mr. 
Wm. Pringle, reported that they had con- 
versed with Mr. Pringle and were satisfied. 
The report was, on motion, accepted. And 
on motion, reso/ved that the Synod agree 
to recommend it to the Presby tery of Cam- 
bridge to proceed to Mr. Pringle? s ordina- 
tion and instalment. 

The Presbytery of Cambridge reported 
that they had presented the call from Bovi- 
na to Mr. Thompson, and that he had some 














57 
difficulty in accepting it in present circum- 
stances. Agreed to instruct the Presbyte- 
ry of Cambridge to present the call again 
to Mr. Thompson for acceptance or rejec- 
tion, before to-morrow morning. 

The committee of supplies reported in part 
a recommendation that the Western mis- 
sionary ground be annexe to the Presby- 
tery of Miami, and placed under the inspec- 
tion of said Presbytery. This recommend- 
ation was, on motion, agreed to. 

The committee appointed on the subject 
of the publication of marriage, presented a 
report. A minority of said committee also 
presented a report on the subject ; on motion, 
both reports were ordered to lie on the ta* 
ble. 

On motion, Resolved, That the next 
meeting of Synod be held at Cannonsburgh, 
on the 2d Wednesday of May, 1831. 

The records of Presbytery being called 
for, it was found that no records were pre- 
sent except those of the Presbytery of Phil- 

adelphia. Messrs. Stark and ‘Gordon were 
appointed a committee to examine said re- 
cords. 

The following resolution was offered, 
Resolved, that a missionary be ap saints to 
itinerate three months in the principal cities 
and towns in the New-England states, par- 
ticularly in Massachusetts, Rhode-Island, 
and Connecticut. Referred to the Presby- 
tery of Cambridge. 

Proceeded to the unfinished business of 
yesterday, Mr. Pringle in the chair. The 
following resolution a offered and adopt- 
ed, viz: Resolved, that the Synod so far 
sustain the protest of Dr. B ullions as to ac- 
quit him of the charge of ir nsincerity in his 
profession ; ; but at the same time they judge 
his language proven in the specification, in- 
consistent with his profession, and worthy 
of censure. 

Resolved, also, that while the Synod sus- 
tain Dr. Bullions’ protest against the decis- 
ion of Presbytery on the 2d and 3d_ items 
of the libel so far as to acquit him of false- 
hood, under the specification, they judge his 
language improper, and calculated to give 
offence. 

Proceeded to the consideration of a refer- 
ence by the Presbytery of Cambridge ofa 
charge against Dr. Bullions, for error con- 
tained in certain papers published by him in 
the Ist and 4th volumes of the Religious 
Monitor. Extracts from the minutes of the 
Presbytery of Cambridge were read in ref- 
erence to the case ; whereupon it was, on 
motion, Resolved, that the case be referred 
again to the Presbytery of Cambridge, with 
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instructions to proceed as they, in their judg~ 
ment, deem proper. 

In reference to the cases already under 
consideration, it was, on motion, Resolved, 
that Dr. Bullions be rebuked before this Sy- 
nod. 

A division being called for, the vote stood 
as follows : 

Admonition. Dr. Bruce, Messrs. Heron, 
Wilson, Beveridge, Easton, Whyte, Blair, 
Murray, Hutchinson, and Morris-—10. 

Rebuke. Dr. Ramsay, Messrs. Murray, 
Scroggs, Adams, Carson, M’Elwee, Me 
Naughton, Kendall, Ingles, Hindmad and 
Turnbull—11. : 

Closed with prayer. 


3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The Synod met and was opened with 
prayer. Members present as above. Read 
the minutes of last sitting. 

Messrs. Ingles and Smart were appoint- 
ed a committee to examine the accounts of 
Samuel M’Lane, missionary, relative to his 
expenditures, and report to ~ 

Information being received that Alexan- 
der M’Connal, late of Huntingdon, had left 
some money to the funds of this Synod, be 
motion, Res:/ved, that Mr. Smart be | 
pointed as the agent of Sy nod to inquire i 
the matter, and receive the money. 

The draught of an Act for a Fast 
presented by the committee appointed tor 
that purpose, read, and adopted es follows $ 


ACT FOR A FAST. 


Gop has, in great mercy to the Associate church, 
continued many tokens of his loving kindness. In 
particular he has enabled her to continue bearing 
testimony in behalf of the present truth; he has, 
in his adorable providence, opened a wide door 
for the pure doctrines of the gospel and ordinan- 
ces of worship, to enter into the extended country 
of the West. He has brought forward the Synod 
with a great measure of cordiality, to engage in a 
covenant of duty to the Lord, never to be forgot- 
ten. And we trust also that gospel ordinances 
are, to many in our communion, the savour of life 
unto life, and that the Holy Spirit has not ceased 
to strive with us. Yet there are also evidences 
of his pleading a controversy with us, and with 
the churches in general, and with the land in 
which we live; the grounds of which the Synod 
feel in duty bound to set before themselves and 
those under their inspection, as reasons for fasting 
and humiliation. 

1. There are sins with us, even with us, against 
the Lord our God. We in the ministry are often 
too much influenced by a desire to obtain the 
praise of men more than the praise of God. We 
are deficient in our diligence to feed the flock of 
God, and in our care to bring back that which was 
gone astray—to bind up that which was tom—to 
heal that which is sick. There is not kept up on 
our spirits a due estimetion of immortal souls.— 
There is a want of tenderness in walk and conver- 
sation before the people. Private and personal 
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considerations often prevail, both with mininters 
and people, over the public good of Zion. And 
although we have been able to’ maintain a great 


ler measure of unanimity in matters of publick profes- 
ed, sion, yet there are discrepances sufficient to re- 
V- mind us that we are far from being perfect,—there 
g is a great want of brotherly love—of holy spiritual 

edifying conversation, and especially on the Sab- 

rod bath day-—of meditation, self-examination and 
prayer, among ourselves and our people. There 

on is not due regard to family worship, and faithful 
th instruction of children in the principles of our pro- 

alr, ession, in many instances, nor to the preparation 
of the heart for receiving the engrafted word with 

ay, skness, which seems too plainly to be the rea- 
vd on why many do not grow thereby. We are not 
ufficiently grieved by the profanity and wicked- 

and ness that abounds, nor sufficiently alarmed at the 
present t of the times, nor sufficiently earnest 

with our to avert deserved judgment and re- 

ne mber mercy. 

2. We consider the declining state of the Re- 
ee ormation church as another reason for fasting.— 
with Decl harrangues, moving speeches, and 
read trains of legal terror, or metaphysical and unintel- 

igible subtleties, have, to a great extent, supplant- 
‘ d the preaching of the gospel. The doctrines of 
int prace are either set forth in vague and general un- 
ts of defined terms, so as to be understood to agree 
» his with oppositeopinions, or they are corrupted by 

human fancies or explained away. The scriptural 

prdinances for worship, government,and discipline, 
xan- 


by many considered of so !ittle importance that 
hey may be accommodated to the prejudices or 
inions of men, while in practice a spirit of con- 
ty to the world prevails. 

8. Undisguised opposition to the entire duty of 
witnessing for truth, is another reason. Most of 
le popular plans adopted both within and without 
le church, for promoting religion, either imply or 


; ositively express this opposition. And nothing at 
1 resent seems to lie under more reproach than the 
OWS? ndeavors of the friends of truth to hoid fast what 


they have already attained. Truth is frequently 
sold to procure what is only the appearance of 


vurch, peace and unity. 

. 4. The progress of error is another reason.— 
earing Amongst all those who are careful to publish all the 
» has, # progress which the churches of our times are mak- 
. door ing, as they think, towards the millennium, there 
Jinan- are none who pretend to assert that truth is keep- 
puntry ing its ground. Yea, it will be frecly admitted by 
Synod many that Hopkinsian, Arminian, and Unitarian 
re in a errors are rapidly increasing, while the attempts to 
forgot- stem the torrent, by holding up evangelical truth, 
nances are becoming fewer and feebler. 

of life 5. There is at present an increase of the influ- 
ceased ence and numbers of Roman Catholics in Europe 
dences and America, which is perhaps without a pardllel, 
| with in the same space of time, since the Reformation. 
und in And besides this, the spirit of popery is, at the same 
Synod time, manifestly pervading the religious world.— 
~s and This is evident from the preponderating influence 
fasting of human enactments over divine institutions. 

6. The growth of Infidelity and even Atheism of 
against the very grossest and most brutish kind, we consid- 
» often era further reason. Multitudes claiming the name 
in the of Christians look on it asa light matter. Public 
. We men give countenance to it in their addresses and 
jock of speeches; while like a pestilence that walks in dark- 
‘ch was ness it is imperceptibly making its way through 
omm—to the land, polluting the moral atmosphere as it ad- 
t up on vances, and death and hell are in its train. 
ouls.— © 7. We would mention, lastly, that iniquity 
conver- abounds. It would be difficult to say which of the 
versonal fh commandments ase most violated. Pride, 
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ambition, hypocrisy, and deceit are prominent.— 
Profane swearing and cursing, Sabbath profana- 
tion, and this so far as carrying and opening the 
mails on that holy day, even by public authority; 
drunkenness and crimes of every name abound. 

For these reasons the Synod agree to call the 
people under their charge to deep humiliation be- 
fore God, and to stand in the gap and plead for the 
churches in general, and for a -witnessing few in 
particular, that he would return and have merey— 
that he would bless ordinances, and to this end 
pour out the Spirit on the members of the Associ- 
ate Synod, and through their ministrations, on all 
our congregations—that he would raise up an 
abundance of faithful young men to take the place 
of the fathers—that he would abundantly qualify 
candidates for the ministry, and bless the labours 
of such as are employed to teach them. 

ALEX. GORDON. 
J. SCROGGS. 


The 3d Thursday of October was ap- 
pointed as the day of Fasting 

Mr. Easton asked and obtained leave of 
absence during the remaining sittings of Sy- 
nod. 

The committee on the Funds presented 
areport, which, on motion, was re-commit- 
ted. 

Resolved, That the committee on the 
Funds be also required to examine into the 
receipts and expenditures of the Student’s 
Fund for ten years past, and report as soon 
as possible, and Mr. Adams was added to 
the committee. 

The committee appointed to examine the 
account of the missionary to Canada present- 
ed the following report, which was adopted, 
and the Treasurer ordered to pay the bal- 
ance. 


CoMMITTEE appointed to examine the ac- 
counts of Mr. M’Lane, Synod’s missionary to 
Canada, report that Mr. M’Lane was engaged on 





missionary ground 14 Sabbaths,........ . -$84,00 
Travelling expenses,.... eovcceccccscccadsad 
BO GD inc nin o ina niecccdcéce $$111,25 


Credit by cash received,...... 


Deee,. Mii ccs cbccsawwedses eevee $54,00 
JOHN G. SMART. 
NATHANIEL INGLES. 


Proceeded to the consideration of the pa- 
pers laid on the Synod’s table by the Rev. 
A. Wilson: First, a complaint and remon- 
strance against the commission appointed 
last year in his case. After some discus- 
sion of the subject, it was Resolved, that 
said paper be for the present laid on the ta- 
ble to make way for the other paper, viz: a 
libel by Mr. Wilson against the Presbytery 
of Chartiers. After considerable discussion 
the following resolution was offered, viz : 

Resolved, That a copy of the libel pre- 
sented by Mr. Wilson against the Presby- 
tery of Chartiers, be put into the hands 0’ 
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said Presbytery, and that they be called to 
appear before the Synod at their next meet- 
ing, to answer to said libel. This resolu- 
tion being put to vote, was negatived. 

Messrs. Lowrie, Hutchinson, and Turn- 
bull, asked and obtained leave of absenc 
during the remaining sittings of Synod. 

Agreed to have a recess till 8 o’clock 
this evening. 


8 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The Synod again met, Mr. Stark in the 
chair. Members present as above. 

Mr. Blair craved to have it marked that 
he claims the right of dissenting from the 
decision of Synod in the case of Mr. Wilson, 
provided that no redress shall be afforded to 
Mr. Wilson. Mr. Stark also moved his dis- 
sent to be marked. 

Dr. Bullions craved extracts from the mi- 
nutes of _— in his case, which request 
was granted. 

Resume »d the consideration of the business 
left unfinished in the forenoon sederunt, viz: 


Mr. Wilson’s libel against the Presbytery of 


Chartiers. After considerable discussion the 
following resolution was adopted, viz: 

Whereas Mr. Wilson complains to this Sy- 
nod, that he was slandered by the Presbyte- 
ry of Chartiers, at our last meeting of Sy- 
nod, in several statements made by them, 
their answers to his reasons of prote st, hee. 
solved, that this Synod allow him the right 
of giving in to the Presbytery his charges 
in due time, and that they be en joined to be 
ready to answer to these to Synod 
at next meeting. 

On motion, the remonstrance and com- 
plaint given in by Mr. Wilson against the 
proceedings of the commission of last year 
was taken up ; whereupon it was on motion 
Resolved, that the consideration of said pa- 
pers be delayed till next meeting of Synod. 
Dr. Bruce with Messrs. Blair, Stark, and 
Morris, obtained leave of absence during 
the remaining sittings of Synod. 

Ordered that 200 copies of the Declara- 
tion and Testimony be deposited in Cincin- 
nati for the Miami Presby tery. 

Adjourned till 9 o clock to-morrow morn- 
ing. Closed with prayer. 


charges 


FRIDAY, JUNE 4th. 
The Synod met and was opened with 
prayer. Members present as above. Read 
the minutes of last sitting. 
The report of the Presbytery of the Car- 


olinas which had been formerly delayed was 
read as follows : 


OF SYNOD. 32 


To the Associate Synod of North America, to 
meet in Philadelphia on the 4th Wednesday of 
May, 1830. Report of the Associate Presby- 
tery of the Carolinas, adopted at their meet- 
ing March 20th, 1830.* 


For the state of religion within the bounds of this 
Presbytery, we refer the Synod to our last report. 
A call from the united congregations of Bethany, 
Pisgah, Nob Creek, and Sardis, to Mr. Joseph 
Banks, has been sustamed and presented by this 
Presbytery. Mr. Banks requested time to delibe- 
rate on the call, and proposed to fulfill his present 
Synodical appointment; to return, after the meet- 
ing of Synod, as stated supply, to the co 
tions calling him, till Jan. 1831; and then te give 
a final answer. Presbytery acceded to his 
sals. It is hoped that Synod will approve of these 
arrangements, and permit Mr. Banks to retum ae- 
cordingly. It would perhaps be beyond the usual 
limits of the power of a Presbytery to ordain a li- 
centiate while his call and settlement are pending: 
we therefore ask permission to ordain Mr, Banks, 
during the ensuing summer, as by this means he 
could be much more usefully employed among us: 
The missionaries sent to this Presbytery, fulfilled 
their appointments with much acceptance, and we 
trust, with much profit to our vacancies. A share 
of the supply at the disposal of Synod is still ex- 
pected. 
It may not be improper, on this oceasion, to ad- 
vert to an evil which prevails in Our country, and 
one, of which the members of the church, we fear, 
are not alw ays imnocent: we mean, a greater readi- 
ness to circulate scandalous reports against church 
members, by way of complaint, lamentation, end 
even of detraction, than to become informants to 
a proper tribunal for the correction and reformation 
of the guilty. The effects of this spirit and prac. 
tice are, that reports are heard and believed ava 
before they are known at home; and church 
tories fall under the charge of unfai iy 
though destitute of that information which is ne- 
cessary in order to enter or prosecute a charge.— 
Circumstances of this nature seem to require this 
Presbytery, im justice to themselves, to lay before 
Synod a brief narrative of their dealings with the 
Rev. John Mushat. Mr. Mushat having suffered 
a pulmonary attack, which necessarily laid him 
aside for a time, from the exercise of the public 
ministry, ace epted, in 1827, a commission as jus- 
tice of the peace. For this step, Presbytery called 
him to account; and after weighing his reasons and 
circumstances, though they could not approve the 
step he had taken, yet they could not find ground 
of judicial censure against him. About this time 
re reports were in circulation that Mr. Mushat was in 


* This report, the reader will perceive, is contra- 
ry to the views of Synod, onthe subject of Slavery. 
expressed in various ways, since their Act of 1811. 
But it cannot be deemed more than an act of justice, 
that our brethren residing in the slave-holding states, 
have a fair and ieapartial eaiinee by those who are 
more happily circumstaneed. And this report may 
be considered as containing as strong a defence of 
their views as can well be urged; therefore it should 
receive a dispassionate consideration, especially 
from such as are likely soon to be called in Proyi- 
dence to act judicially on this subject, and to de- 
cide whether slavery can exist under any modifica- 
tion or any circumstances, without a violation of the 
principles of Christianity; and fit can, to define 
those modifications and ciretimstances. "On the ab- 
stract principle of slavery, there is no. difference of 
opinion; even the light of nature stigmatizes it as 
one of the foulest crimes that blacken the annals of 
buman depravity —Ep. Ren. Mov. 
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0 connection with the Masonic society; but evidence 
of that he was implicated in this sin, did not appear 
a till October 1828, when, ia reply to a communica- 
t- tion from Presbytery, he, according to their judg- 
ment, acknowledged the fact in question, and 
4 promised to comply with the requisitions of the 
~ church on the subject. As things now had a con- 
Rt. ciliatery aspect, Mr. Mushat was invited to yield 
+> the promised compliance at the next meeting of 
- Presbytery, in March 1829. No communication 
ma being received from him at this meeting, a similar 
- invitation was made with certification that on fail- 
ot ure he would subject himself to judicial prosecu- 
ci tion. At the next meeting of Presbytery, October 
a 1829, having received no communication from Mr. 
sed M. they issued a summons requiring him to appear 
all before them in March, 1830, to answer to the 
vod of connection with the Masonic society.— 
a At this meeting, he, by letter, utterly denied the 
mal fact charged. He is now under the second citation 
Tie on this accusation. Presumptive evidence of guilt 
ng: on other grounds having, at the present meeting 
ks, of Presbytery, appeared against him, he is laid un- 
he der additional charges; but particularly under libel 
ae for desertion of the holy ministry, by engaging in 
led the profession of law as an attorney, and under 
we suspension from the exercise of the ministry, and 
hare from the communion of the church till this cause 
ex be issued. 
The Testimony of the Synod of Original Sece- 
) ad ders has not yet reached us; we therefore cannot 
and 
fear, . We , in substance, of the report publish- 
adi- ed in the rainutes of Synod respecting the location 
ureh the jealseminary. According to this re- 
the choice of the site appears to lie between 
is. ttsburg and Cannonsburg. We prefer the latter. 
ation We think expenses will be less at Cannonsburgh; 
the contiguity to this place of several congregations 
aor our communion will render the privileges of the 
dica- more abundant there, and will better pro- 
ness, against contingencies; and if Synod should 
s ne- ever appoint two professors, ey can, with more 
ZC. facility, obtain pastoral charges there, than at Pitts- 
. this . Though Syned should choose such a site 
efore as to afford, if convenient, the privileges of the 
» the church to students independently of the professors, 
ffered we do not think the professors uid be indepen- 
| him dent of congregations. In our opinion, neither 
public the funds of the church nor the number of our min- 
3 jus- isters will yet warrant such a measure. We think 
called the building committee should be limited entirely 
1s and by Synod in the extent and plan of the building. 
e the Respecting the publication of marriage, we state, 
round in answer to the requisitions of Synod, that it has 
; time not, for many years, been practised in the bounds 
was in of this Presbytery. We have, in obedience to Sy- 
nod, enjoined the observance of the rule, but time 
rontras has not yet elapsed to prove the result. 
avery. On the Minutes of the Synod we find a resolu- 
f 1sit. tion requiring this Presbytery “to call to a judi- 
poetics, cial account all ministers and members of their 
egg court, who have obtained slaves since the passage 
- may of the Synod’s Act on the subject, and report to 
nce of next meeting.” This resolution, in connection 
should with the preamble, fixes a charge on some mem- 
pecially bers of this Presbytery, of violation of the rules of 
. Provi- Synod on slavery; and it is founded on information 
i to de- said to be given by some member or members in 
odifica- Synod. As we knew not what members, nor 
¥ pt rg whether any were guilty of the crime charged, and 
+ = as Synod have furnished no such information as 
rence of would warrant a prosecution, a full compliance 
zes it as with the above order has, as yet, been beyond our 
onals of power. We have, however, ordered a judicial ex- 
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amination on the subject, which is yet in progress. 
But though from a sense of duty we have thken 
this step, yet with due deference to the Rev. Sy- 
nod, we feel ourselves compelled to remonstrate 
against the above resolution. We wish to screen 
no member from censure who may be guilty of vio- 
lating the rules of the church; but we view with 
regret what we feel to be a breach of the rules of 
discipline, on the part of Synod, in this affair.— 
Synod have made a charge and named no one as 
guilty; they have specified no particular crime; (it 
is a genera! charge of violating the rules of Synod 
respecting slavery, without specifying wherein,) 
and they have furnished no evidence to support 
the charge. It may be said the resolution of Sy- 
nod specifies the particular crime, by the clause— 
** all who have obtained slaves since the = 
of the Synod’s Act on the subject”—and that the 
fact, here implicitly charged, is notorious. But 
though the fact were notorious that some of our 
members have obtained slaves since 1811, it is not 
therefore notorious that such members have violat- 
ed the rules of Synod. Let it be remembered that 
the Act in question allows the purchase of slaves, 
under certain restrictions: (compare articles 2d and 
4th:) it will therefore require something more spe- 
cific to prove a breach of that Act. But if the 
above specification be sufficient, guilt is charged 
where there is no breach of law. This Presbytery 
did, in 1824, by a formal Act, adopt the rules of 
Synod on slavery, and unanimously enjoined their 
observance. After this Act, it was not known to 
us that any member had violated these rules. We 
therefore complain that Synod have too hastily re- 
ceived and acted on a vague report and irregular 
information; that Synod did not require the in- 
formant to lay the accusation into this Presbytery, 
as the proper tribunal, before he should carry it up 
to Synod for greater publicity; and that the Synod 
did not reject the information till such a measure 
had been tried in vain. But that we should first 
hear the charge from Synod, with all its publicity, 
and attended with those insinuations of unfaithful- 
ness which are necessarily implied,—to say the 
least this treatment was far from tender. If a Pres- 
bytery had issued an order to a Session, attended 
with all these circumstances, would not Synod sus- 
tain an appeal from it? We trust Synod will not 
abuse power because subject to no superior judica- 
ture. 

The overture on slavery, now before Synod, pre- 
sents a subject not only of deep interest, but of un- 
usual difficulty, and demands the most serious and 
deliberate attention. And though, in a case so 
perplexed, it is an easier task to point out errors and 
defects in the manner proposed, than to find unex- 
ceptionable substitutes; yet even this minor office 
must not be neglected. The overture we think 
quite defective, not calculated to effect its object, 
nor adapted to the varied aspect which the existing 
state of slavery presents. It proposes the complete 
abolition of siavery in our communion, but it is 
sparing in the detail of the method by which this 
important object is to be accomplished. It is com- 
paratively easy to settle the general principles 
which should be received on the subject of slavery; 
but it is the detail, the practical detail, under exis- 
ting circumstances, in which the difficulties of 
emancipation will chiefly be found. As, in our 
view, the propriety of adopting the articles of the 
overture will depend on the practicability of the 
plan of emancipation, and as this plan is net laid 
before us, we are not furnished with the grounds 
of a final report. But taking it for granted that 
Synod willdo something decisive in the matter 
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we shall give our views on the general question of 
émancipution in our communion, only referring oe- 
tasionally to the overture as we proceed. ; 

As this is the only Presbytery that is a in- 
volved in the practice of slavery, a detailed exhibi- 
tion of our views will be expected, and we trust 
they will not be denied a dispassionate hearing.— 
At the same time, we remember, with painful re- 
gret, that the weakness of humanity seldom fails 
to rouse suspicion against whatever comes from a 
seemingly interested quarter, however distinguish- 
edi and pure the motives may be; that facts, how- 
ever authenticated, are with difficulty admitted 
when they oppose what is rashly prejudged duty; 
that a lawful medium is pronounced libertinism, 
and necessary caution is esteemed criminal timidi- 
ty, or guilty connivance. But we shall hope for 
vandour and justice while we attempt to discharge 
the duty which we now undertake; remembering 
that the subject before us is one of too much im- 
portance to admit the influence of selfish motives 
on the one side, or of prejudice on the other, with- 
out sin. 

Far be it from us to defend either the principle 
or the practice of slavery, or to endeavour to effect 
in Synod even an unnecessary delay in removing 
the evil. ‘!nvoluntary servitude is a sin, a hein- 
ous sin, and indefensible by the laws of nature or 
revelation. It involves the nation in guilt when 
even permitted by government, but especially 
when it is maintained by legislative authority, and 
the chains of slavery are rivetted by iniquitous 
laws. Weare convinced that to our country, and 
especially to the slave states, slavery threatens 
moral, religious, and political ruin; that the native 
influence of this practice, and the judicial judg- 
ments of God for this sin, have already produced 
many bitter fruits, and threaten much more; that 
even temporal happiness cannot long exist in the 
present state of things. We believe it is the duty 
of civil governments to adopt measures for eman- 
cipation; and we view with grief and alarm their 
apathy on this subject. More than three centuries 
have displayed the horrors of slavery in our wes- 
tern hemisphere; and besides the light of holy 
Scripture, the liberal and just principles of our civil 
institutions are as a torch of nature’s light exposing 
the glaring injustice and cruelty of this practice. — 
The providence of God, by the developement of 
these liberal principles, and the bestowment of our 
happy freedom, has, to us, reduced all defence of 
slavery to obscurity, and rendered the injustice of 
the practice palpable. But infatuation has super- 
vened, and providential threatenings only rouse our 
legislatures, as Pharaoh of old, to multiply the 
chains of slavery and bind them faster. We there- 
fore believe that it is the duty of the people to 
awake to their own interest and require legislative 
interference; and that, while the civil governments 
neglect their duty, it is the part of the church not 
only to testify against this evil, but as far as possi- 
ble, by every lawful means, to free her hands of 
this sin. 

It may now be asked, after all these concessions, 
Can you hesitate a minute about the duty of adopt- 
ing articles of the overture? We reply, as 
soon as Synod shall find a practicable and a lawful 
plan of emancipation, let these articles be adopted, 
bat pot till then. Sinful as slavery is, it is not 
more so than a plan of emancipation might be made 
tobe. It isnotevery measure of escaping a sin 
that will acquit us of guilt. Shall we presume that 
ear good intentions will justify whatever measures 
rashness or mistake might lead us to adopt? Shall 
We ** do evil, that may come?” The Synod, 
hh W811, were 2s us fo @ffect the complete abo 
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lition of slavery in Gur communion as they are now; 
and nothing, we believe, but insurmountable ob- 
stacles, or at least what they judged such, led them 
to adopt the measures they did. If divine Provi- 
dence has since opened a door which they did not 
enjoy, or given us additional light, let us promptly 
improve our advantages. But it is possible we 
have lost sight of those obstacles which then check- 
ed their laudable design, and obstacles which yet 
exist in all their force. It cannot therefore be im- 
proper to take a view of these impediments, that, 
if they cannot be surmounted or removed, we ma 
wait for divine Providence to open our way; and if 
they can, that we may intelligently and delibe~ 
rately lay our plans for doing so. While, there- 
fore, we would not defend either the principle or 
practice of slavery; while we would not it 
throw any obstacle in the way of Synod in remov- 
ing the evil, nor even raise any difficulty to pro- 
duce an unnecessary delay; while we do not plead 
for retaining slavery as a privilege, nor even for 
forbearance, on the part of Synod, with any sin 
which they can remove; yet we consider it our du- 
ty to point out the obstacles to emaneipation which 
occur to us, that Synod may, with the aid of such 
data, choose the path of duty with j and 
success. This is our special object in this report. 
This attempt, however, will, most probably, raisé 
the Aue and cry after us as secret enemies to eman- 
cipation, and to the abolition of slavery in our com- 
munion: and, if duty permitted us, we would wil- 
lingly avoid the slander by silence. But let even 
the warmest zealot remember, that to point out 
obstacles is not to create them; to shew them is not — 
to lay them in the way; that unless, with mad 


thusiasm, we rush blindfold on emancipation and 
defeat our object, we must consult our at eve- 
ry step, and carefully examine every 0 






. in our 
way, that we may deliberately adopt the lawfu 
and successful method of surmounting or i 
it. He will do the most essential service to” 
cause, who may point out the impediments 
emancipation before we stumble on them in our 
progress, and involve ourselves in deeper guilt, 
and the unhappy objects of our solicitude in great- 
er calamity. And while we attempt this duty, we 
trust that Synod will weigh the difficulties with 
that solemn care which becomes a church court, 
in a matter of so much responsibility, a matter so 
pregnant with critical and important consequences. 
No wise and good man will adopt a resolution 
without seeing that the measures by which it is to 
be accomplished are both practicable and moral.— 
Synod, we trust, will act on the same principle on 
this important subject. 

In laying before Synod the difficulties to which 
we have alluded, we shall consider, in order, three 
methods of emancipation, which, as far as our 
knowledge extends, are the only methods that 
have been proposed, or that occur to us as possi- 
ble:—Colonization, transferal of the slaves toa 
free state, (a non-slaveholding state,) and emanci- 
pation at home. 

_ The Colonization Society might afford some aid 
in effecting our object; But Ist. The funds of that 
society are, as yet, inadequate to such an exten- 
Sive operation as we propose. 2d. Though some 
slaveholders might avail themselves of the privile- 
ges of that society by advancing funds for the 
transportation of their own slaves; yet many mas- 
ters could not command such funds. 8d. It isa 
condition with that society that the slave be wil- 
ling to go to thei: colony. Now afew might be 
found willing to ¢ », and, if funds could be obtain- 
ed, they might be emancipated; but some, who 
would be willing io go, could not be sent for want 
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of funds; and those who are unwilling must, on 
this plan, remain in slavery. This method there- 
fore cannot effect the complete abolition of slave- 
ry in our communion. Objections on this head 
will be noticed as we proceed. 
The second plan of emancipation is to transfer 
the slaves to free states. This plan is also atten- 
ded with difficulties. Ist. By this plan slaves 
would not be free; they would be governed, but 
not represented; fixed by foree and power in the 
lowest grade of society. Though this measure 
might gratify a licentious desire, it would not sat- 
isfy the genuine desire of liberty. 2d. Many mas- 
ters who can, by requiring diligence and economy, 
support their slaves under their care, could not 
ive them any means of subsistence if put away. 
pou, by this method of emancipation, turn 
them Out of a living, not rewarding them for their 
labour, nor even placing them in their original cir- 
cumstances. 3. There is reason to fear that such 
an influx of coloured population to the free states, 
as this measure proposes, would be prohibited.— 
But as this prevention is only partial as yet, we 
shall not insist on this difficulty at present; nor on 
the two preceding difficulties, if the slave desire 
emancipation in such a condition. In these cases, 
however, we do not all that moral justice requires. 
But, 4th. Many masters would not be able to fur- 
nish the funds necessary to carry their slaves to a 
free state; for not a few possess little or no proper- 
ty but slaves. Without some provision, therefore, 
by Synod, to meet this difficulty, this method of 
emancipation must, of necessity, fail of effecting 
our object. 5th. And even though a master could 
afford the funds necessary to transfer his slaves to 
a free state, but would deny his ability, by what 
means could the church reduce their rule to prac- 
tice? Could they undertake to examiue the mi- 
mute of his estate; pronounce that he is able to 
‘transport his slaves ot his own expense, and re- 
‘quire him to do so under pain of suspension or ex- 
' communication? Synod could not, after aiding 
one master in emancipating his slaves, command 
another to do it at his own expense. Without pro- 
vision by Synod, therefore, this plan must fail.— 
6th. Many slaves are aged and infirm; and in most 
eases their masters could not provide for them 
without the service of the younger slaves. While 
emancipation would confer a favour on some, it 
would be injustice and cruelty to others. Unless, 
therefore, adequate provision be made for such cas- 
es, slavery would not be abolished on the plan un- 
der consideration, without cruelty and injustice. 
7th. Emancipation would not only be attended 
with loss, but sometimes with bankruptcy. It 
would piace some masters on the pauper list and 
make them dependant on the county funds. This 
might subject ovr measures to partial, and even to 
utter defeat by the state. To require emancipation 
absolutely in our communion would, in many cas- 
es, be both cruelty and injustice to slaveholders. 
Widows and orphans are often left with little or no 
other support but slaves. The measure would be 
both cruel and unjust to them, after we had _ per- 
mitted slaves to be held as property and encouraged 
measures which left them no other support or pat- 
rimony. Besides to suffer masters to hold slaves, 
and to lay all the'r plans of support and provision 
under this guaranty, it is unjust to take away these 
means without rendering an equivalent. These 
considerations, it is true, do not affect the slave’s 
right to freedom, but they shew that some _provis- 
ion should, in justice, be made to relieve the mas- 
ter; and farther, that to require emancipation, in 
such cases, without suitable provision, would be 
attempting to remove one sin by the introduction 
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of another. These four latter difficulties are of 
serious importance. And if our church command 
emancipation, and yet make no provision for such 
cases, they will be deficient in duty; their faith 
will be unattended by works; they will be saying 
to slaves as well as to masters—** Depart in peace, 
be ye warmed and filled”—while they “ give 
them not those things which are needfu!;” they 
will be binding ‘*‘ heavy burdens, and grievous to 
be borne, but they themselves will not move them 
with one of their fingers.” By withholding such 
provisions through parsimony, the non-slavebold- 
ing members would prove that they need but a 
change of circumstances to become practical slave- 
holders themselves. With what countenance or 
conscience could a man require his fellow church 
member to be at the expense of emancipating his 
slave, and yet would not divide the loss? Profess 
philanthropy to the slaves, chide the master for 
holding them in bondage through avarice, and yet, 
leave them in bondage himself through the same 

principle? But trusting that such provision as the 

above cases require, will be made when emanci- 

pation may be enjoined, we acknowledge they are 

not insurmountable. We have yet, however, to 

notice obstacles to complete emancipation of a 

more stubborn character. 8th. Many slaves are 

of such a character as not to warrant their masters 

to comply with the requisitions of free states in 

order to their admission. And as masters cannot 

be compelled to give their slaves freedom under 

this condition, such slaves must remain in servi- 

tude. This case alone will defeat our object of 
complete emancipatioa, on the plan under consid- 

eration. It may perhaps be urged, in the spirit of 
the second preliminary of the overture, that the 

immoral and unfaithful character of the slave will 
justify the master in retaining him in slavery. We 

grant the necessity of the case will justify the mas- 

ter, but this will not abolish slavery in our com- 
munion; and therefore the Ist article of the over- 

ture caunot be admitted. But it may be said the 
vice of the slave will justify the slavery, so as to 
constitute a lawful exception to the rule contained 

in the Ist article. We reply, though it may justi- 

fy the church in admitting this degree of slavery, 
itisonly the necessity imposed by law and cir- 

cumstances that justifies it; moral justice does not 
support our governments in making such a mea- 
sure necessary. In the same sense, therefore, in 
which we usually say slavery is a sin, we must say 
this degree of it is asin. We think none could 
plead that, in the case supposed, we retain the 
slave as a punishment for his crime, or that we 
retain him for any other reason than because law 
and circumstances render the measure necessary. 
The slaveholder might say, ‘‘ I have no charge 
against this servant, for which I wish to punish 
him; I would cheerfully let him go if the state would 
permit,and freedom is his right, but the law requires 
more than I can give; I cannot trust his character 
under sucha penalty.” This case, must, therefore, 
continue slavery to a great degree. But 9th. 
Another difficulty as serious, is, that many slaves 
would be willing to go to Africa, or even to a free 
state. Not afew would be found of this descrip- 
tion. To oblige them to go, would be to interfere 
with their just rights, and still farther curtail what 
the practice of slavery has already curtailed too far. 
It would impose a punishment which the case does 
not seem to warrant. They would account it ban- 
ishment to be removed, and would prefer perpetu- 
al slavery. To banish them from the soil and cli- 
mate where all their endeared associations are, 
(and they have many and strong ones,) to banish, 
them for no crime, and when the necessity of the 
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case is not imperious, would be substituting cruelty 
and injustice for kindness. They must, by this 
measure, be separated, not only from an endeared 
home, perhaps an endeared master, (the case Is 
not uncommon,) but also from their relatives, 
when these are divided among several masters, as 
they generally are, and among masters who would 
not emancipate, and from whom the emancipator 
could not buy. We would grant, (though some 
do not,) that if the state would adopt this measure, 
it would be just, as then all would be emancipat- 
ed; and the importance of the measure to the 
country, and ultimately to the slaves, would justi- 
fy the imposition. But these justifying conside- 
rations are not under the contro! of the church, 
nor can they attend her limited operations. It 
may perhaps be urged, in the spirit of the 3d pre- 
liminary of the overture, that those slaves who are 
unwilling to go to Africa, or elsewhere out of the 
slave states, having now the offer of freedom, may 
bind themselves to servitude, and the master be 
innocent. We reply, we think indeed the master 
would be innocent; not because he is, by this 
compact, free from the practice of slavery, but be- 
cause, in taking this step, he can do no better.— 
‘Pherefore, though the master be innocent in such 
a compact, (the maxim, ‘‘ of two moral evils choose 
neither,” to the contrary notwithstanding,) yet an 
object contemplated in the overture—*‘ the com- 
plete abolition of slavery in our communion”—is 
not obtained. We think the master would be in- 
nocent, and yet slavery would, in this case, be 
still maintained, which nevertheless, by the Ist 
article of the overture, is ‘‘ not to be tolerated in 
members of our communion.” This furnishes an 
additional reason why we object to the terms of 
the Ist article. We believe the master would be 
innocent in forming such a compact with the slave, 
because the slave is making his choice according 
to the circumstances in which he is placed by law; 
it is physically out of his master’s power to give 
him a better choice; and the master is not bound 
to give him a choice which law and circumstances 
do not allow him the power to give. But yet, by 
this compact slavery would still be practised; be- 
cause the slave is not choosiog between freedom 
and slavery, but between two necessary evils, ban- 
ishment and slavery. Therefore, by this choice, 
involuntary servitude is not abolished. The serv- 
ant is not free in his choice; he engages to serve 
only because he prefers this condition to banish- 
ment. And while, in such a case, slavery still 
exists, and while the master is justified in accept- 
ing the servant’s choice, because he can do no bet- 
ter; yet all this does not justify slavery in our na- 
tion, nor our nation in making such measures ne- 
cessary. This degree of slavery is still sinful; but 
the sin lies on the nation, and not on the individ- 
ual slave holder particularly. If these views are 
correct, they shew how, according to the first 
clause of the Ist article of the overture, slavery is 
justly calied a sin, and yet, contrary to the second 
clause of the same article, it may be justly tolerat- 
ed in members of our communion, in present cir- 
cumstances. 

But there are additional considerations to prove 
that slavery is still maintained by such a compact 
as we are considering. The slave, by whatever 
form of bond he obligates himself to his master, 
while the state does not recognize his freedom, is 
in his master’s power as much as ever—is a slave 
by the law of the state, and deprived of all his 
civil rights of which he was deprived before. Be- 
sides, m such a case, he is, with all his offspring, 
liable to seizure for his master’s debt, and liable to 
be claimed by Jegatees, even though, by will and 
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testament, declared free in the state. Even 
though the master had bequeathed him privileges 
and immunities which the laws do not recognize, 
they all pass for nothing. These considerations 
shew an inconsistency between the first five pre- 
liminaries in the overture, and a proposition which 
requires the ‘* Synod to take measures for putting 
it out of the power of any of our members to hold 
a slave in such a state that he may be transferred 
as the property of the holder,” &ec. All the cases 
admitted in these preliminaries leave the slave 
transferrable by either the master or the state. At 
least, it will require more than is detailed in the 
overture to render these parts consistent. By the 
way, one instance of that want of detail of which 
we have complained. 

From what has been said, it appears there are 
two obstacles to emancipation insurmountable on 
either of the above plans examined, viz: The de- 
fective character of some slaves, and the unwil- 
lingness of others to go abroad. 

We may now consider the third method propos- 
ed—emancipation in the state. 

Here we shall offer but one objection, which is, 
that the laws of the slaveholding states forbid such 
emancipation. In at least one state, it is true, 
emancipation is permitted by law; but permitted 
under such restrictions that not one slave in a hun- 
dred could be set free. The case is, therefore, un- 
worthy of farther notice. In at least one state, and 
that containing, perhaps, the largest portion of our 
church in the south, emancipation is permitted 
under no condition whatever. Slaves may indeed 
be set free temporarily, without law, in any of the 
states; but if so emancipated, they are required 
law to be sold into perpetual slavery; and 
misconduct during their vagrancy, lays the master 
under a penalty. In one state, if a master manu- 
mit his slaves and attempt to escape out of the 
state, he is arrested and confined until the slaves 
are secured, or reduced to their former condition. 
A slave cannot be free in a slave state. This 5 
therefore, under existing laws is impracticable, and 
consequently must be rejected. 

But here we meet with a last resort, and if cor- 
rect, an effectual measure for the complete aboli- 
tion of slavery in our church. It is proposed in 
the overture, that ** if the laws of the state have 
cut off rational prospect of liberating the slave, ei- 
ther immediately, or at any period nearly ap- 
proaching; it then becomes the imperious duty of 
the individual slaveholder to free his own hands 
of the sin by relinquishing his unjust claim and 
leaving the guiltof it on the community.” B 
‘* relinquishing his unjust claim,” we endosteal 
laying no claim whatsoever to the slave; literally 
manumitting him. If this be not the meaning of 
the sentence quoted, we see no meaning in it at 
all. We are sorry to see this proposition serious} 
advanced; and still more sorry should we be, with 
all our abhorrence of slavery, to see it reduced to 
practice. We do consider it, under the circum- 
stances with which slavery is at present connect- 
ed, at war with the rules of morality. But as it 
may not appear to all as exceptionable as it does 
to us, we shall examine it more particularly. 

Let it be remembered that the inevitable conse- 
quence of quitting all claim to the slave, and leav- 
ing him in the slave state, which the ition 
supposes, is perpetual slavery for him and his pos- 
terity, under existing laws. Let us then exam- 
ine the operation of this measure. 

Ist. The measure propused would confer no de- 
gree of favour on the slave; it would not restore 
his rights, render justice, nor amend his cireum- 
stances. One important gbject, therefore, the 
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benefit of the slave, would not be obtained; an 
object too, of such importance as to give to our 
endeavours for emancipation al! the value they 
possess; and an object, without which in view, 
all our efforts in the cause are but idle rant— 
There is neither sin im slavery nor duty in eman- 
cipation if the benefit of the slave be out of the 
question. 
2d. The measure proposed would be a profli- 
gate waste of the powers and privileges which 
slaveholders possess. All slaveholders have the 
power to use their slaves more humaneiy than the 
aws compel them to do, and more humanely than 
ey are generally used through the slave states. 
‘They can teach, while others raise them in ignor- 
lance; they can feed and clothe, while others 
starve them; they can treat them with lenity, 
vhile others tyrannize and oppress. And if ever 
time should come when the liberation of slaves 
vould be possible, though not required by the 
te, by this one rash act, in adopting the mea- 
sure proposed, the power of benefitting the slave 
would be forever lost. Docs not moral justice re- 
quire us to be more frugal of our power than to 
ow it away to no purpose? By such an act we 
hould squander power which ought to be employed 
or the slave’s benefit, and withhold from him 
what we owe. Has not the slave who has served 
s,aclaim on us for protection and provision, 
which others have not? 
3d. By the measure proposed we should be do- 
ing positive injury to the siave; exposing him to 
‘oppression, starvation, banishment from an endear- 
d home, and separation from all his relatives.— 
But of this we may say more in another place. 
Ath. The proposition we are opposing virtually 
pounteracts the 2d article of the overture, which 
forbids the sale of slaves: it will support what is 
ivalent to sale. If we deliver over our servant 
slavery, a3 this measure proposes, we 
all that is evil in selling him; we place him, 
mowingly, in the identical condition in which 
should place him by sale; and we see not why 
‘we might not as well require a price for him, since 
such terms would, in no degree, affect his condi- 
tion. The sale en price are nothing independ- 
ent of reduction to servitude. 
5th. There is also an important object which 
would be utterly lost by adopting the proposition 
under examination; an object, too, contemplated 
in the proposition itself; to free our own hands of 
the sin of slavery. How shall we free our hands 
of this sin by exposing our servants and their off- 
spring to mevitable and perpetual slavery? Nei- 
ther the laws of God, or of man, as far as we have 
discovered, have made a difference in the guilt of 
delivering, and of receiving a stolen article, un- 
less, perhaps, they furnish an inference that the 
first is most criminal; nor between the guilt of in- 
flicting an unjust punishment by our own hand, 
or by the hand of another. And by whatever cir- 
cuitous method we do the one, or the other, it is 
the same guilt. To deliver the slave, therefore, 
over to the civil law, to be sold according to its 
known regulations, is the same as to do it our- 
selves. David was as guilty of murdering Uriah 
by the hand of the Ammorites, as though he had 
done it with his own hand. 2 Sam. xii. 9. How 
shall we free our hands of sin by conferring no fa- 
vour on the slave; throwing away, to no purpose, 
what power we do possess of mitigating the se- 
verities of servitude; by giving him no reward for 
his labour; delivering him over to perpetual slave- 
ry, and doing him a positive injury? It is argued, 
however, that the sinfulness of slavery imperious- 
ly requires us to free our hands of the practice. — 
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But must the sinfulness of slavery, not only re- 
quire emancipation, but justify every enormity in 
doing it, that haste and caprice may suggest? It 
is, without doubt, a sound principle, that we 
should not indulge a sin for the sake of expedien- 
cy, and the prevalence of the contrary sentiment 
and practice, justly excites our abhorrence; but it 
is surely as sound a principle, that the end will 
not justify the means, that we may not “ do evil 
that good may come.” If, however, we must turn 
off the slave at eny rate, Jet us choose for him a 
humane master, and so extend our mercy to him 
as far as in our power, rather then rashiy leave 
him with the community, exposed to the hardest 
lot of his unhappy class. 

6th. But instead of freeing our hands of sin by 
the measure proposed, we should involve the slave- 
holder and the church in greater guilt, if there be 
any truth in the above arguments. To leave the 
slave, as this proposition requires, in inevitable 
and perpetual slavery, and in hands that would not 
emancipate when such a measure might become 
practicable, would expose him to be kept in ignor- 
ance and without the means of grace; (and this is 
the general condition of slaves;) it would expose 
him to the despotism of a cruel master, to tyran- 
nic punishment, oppression and starvation, instead 
of conferring that instruction, provision, and pro- 
tection, which the master owes, and can give him: 
and all for no advantage to the slave; making his 
hard lot much worse; and all for no crime, but 
even the barbarous reward of, perhaps, the most 
faithful services. This would be criminal waste 
of power, and reckless cruelty and injustice. We 
might admit, perhaps, that if it were the choice 
of the slave to be sold to another master, (and sale 
is the inevitable consequence of ‘ relinquishing 
our claim,”) it might, with propriety, be done; 
but the measure proposed would involve all slaves 
equally, the contented as well as the discontented. 
Let us suppose, (for the proposition under consid- 
eration includes all classes remaining in slavery,) 
that the servant is faithful and worthy, one who 
has laid his master under much obligation to him, 
and one who is a fellow member of the church, 
and loves its privileges: let us suppose him desi- 
rous of liberty, if it could be obtained without ban- 
ishment and separation from relatives and home, 
but being left to choose only between exile and 
slavery, he prefers the latter: let us suppose he 
loves his master, prefers him to every other, and 
solicits him to keep him; (which is no uncom- 
mon case;) must the master throw him reluctant 
on the community to acquit himself of sin, not- 
withstanding the character, the desert, and the 
solicitations of the slave to the contrary? This 
would indeed be the tender mercies of the slave- 
trader, who brought his captives into slavery to 
set them free, (against their will too,) from despo- 
tism and cruelty at home. Suppose a slave, on 
learning his master’s determination to abandon 
him to the public, should thus address him—* It 
is true I would prefer freedom and citizenship in 
this happy land, but as this is impossible, I am 
comfortable and contented under your authority: 
} have never suffered want of food or clothing: I 
have not been oppressed: I have enjoyed your 
care and sympathy in sickness: my relatives are 
here and I love my home: Why should I be turm- 
ed off? Have I not served you faithfully? Why 
should I now be exposed toa merciless master? 
to torture, oppression, starvation, and to separation 
from my relatives, my friends and my home? To 
be deserted in sickness, and deprived of religious 
instruction and the privileges of the church? to 
Jose the company of the godlv. and to have none to 
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administer comfort or counsel in a dying hour?” — 
What consolation would it afford him to receive 
the following reply? ‘‘ You have indeed served 
me faithfully; I wish you well; I wish to set you 
free, but I cannot, and so I must abandon you to 
the state in order to acquit my conscience and free 
myself from the sin of slavery.” What idea must 
that servant form of his master’s judgment and con- 
science, when he finds that their dictates are to 
abandon him to needless misery, and to return*him 
cruelty and injustice for faithfulness? Must he 
not believe that his master has lost his former prin- 
ciples of morality, tenderness and justice, or that 
he has fallen under the influence of lunacy? 

We acknowledge that, in the case under consid- 
eration, the only alternatives are, to set the slave 
free from our hands into inevitable and perpetual 
slavery, or to retain him, for the time, in slavery to 
ourselves. Having rejected the former, we must 
adopt the latter. But here we are met by thg for- 
midable axiom, ‘‘ Of two moral evils there is nev- 
er a necessity to choose either.” In the overture 
this axiom is immedialy applied to the case before 
us. One would suppose the inference now is, 
since there are two moral evils in our choice, 
slavery, and the above alternative, we should 
choose neither, but adopt some other method of 
emancipation. This, however, does not appear to 
be the inference intended; but it taken for 
granted that slavery, in all circumstances, is sinful, 
and that, therefore, by the axiom, this method ot 
emancipation is not. Why not reverse the appli- 
cation of the axiom thus—The method of emanci- 
pation proposed is sinful, and therefore slavery, in 
comparison, is innocent? The truth of the axiom 
we do not deny, but we do think it is misapplied 
in the present case, in the overture. The error 
lies in supposing an action sinful in certain cir- 
cumstances, and therefore sinful in all circumstan- 
ces. But some actions no circumstances can jus- 
tify; others depend on circumstances for their jus- 
tification or condemnation. To kill a neighbour 
is sinful, in certain cases, and not in vthers; to la- 
bour on the Sabbath is sinful, in certain cases, and 
not in others: So while it is sinful to deprive a 
man of his liberty by violence, or to keep him in 
bondage by force and power when he might be 
free of his choice, it does not follow, that to keep 
him in slavery till emancipation becomes possible, 
and still it may be done without the charge of cru- 
elty and injustice, is also sinful. While it is a sin 
in the nation to make such a case necessary, it 
does not foliow that it is a sin in the slaveholder 
to keep his slave as long as, with regret, he finds 
himself under this necessity. If it be immoral to 
hold a slave in all cases, and immoral also to bind 
him in servitude by the instrumentality of the 
state, and to put him into worse circumstances 
than in our hands, what shall we do with the 
above axiom? Does it not forbid the one crime 
as well as the other? But we are in the dilemma 
by the proposition which we are combatting, and 
how shall we extricate ourselves? Is it sufficient 
simply to say slavery is a sin, and this method of 
emancipation is not? This is begging the ques- 
tion, assuming what is neither granted nor proved. 
We insist on calm and deliberate investigation.— 
Let us remember that the slaveholder is already, 
without his choice, involved in the trammels of 
slavery, and he has no choice left but respecting 
the method of emancipation; he ought not to 
change his circumstances till he find a method by 
which he can better discharge his duty. Obvious- 
ly our relief from our dilemma, our escape from the 
sim against which the maxim, ‘‘ Of two moral evils 
choose neither,” warns us, is to devise a method 
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of emancipation Which will not be liable to moral 
objections. We therefore plead for obedience to 
the maxim, which forbids emancipation by sinful 
methods, the doing of ** evil that good may come.” 
We obviously disobey the maxim when we adopt 
a sinful method of removing an evil. We think 
the above alternative, proposed in the overture, of 
relinquishing our claim to the slave and leaving 
the guilt of it on the community, savours of haste 
of judgment and impatience of investigation under 
darkness and perplexity. 

The following principles have weight with us, 
and according to our judgment they should govem 
the measures of Synod on the subject of slavery. 

Ist. That the church should require emamneipa- 
tion of her members, if the measure be found both 
practicable and moral. But, 

2d. That we are as much bound to employ mor- 
al means, as to aim at a moral end. 

3d. That though we can never be under the ne- 
cessity of choosing one of two moral evils, we 
may by our imprudence place ourselves in such a 
dilemma, by adopting a sinful method of removing 
a sin. 

4th. That if the means we adopt of removing a 
moral evil be sinful, we do not acquit ourselves of 
guilt, amy more than by adopting a sinful means 
of removing a natural evil. 

5th. That if physical impossibilities prevent the 
performance of certain relative duties, or that mea- 
sure of them which we would wish, those duties, 
and that measure of them are not zequired under 
these impossibilities. ‘* If there be first a willing 
mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath, 
and not according to that he hath not.” 

6th. That it is neither wise nor virtuous to adopt 
a resolution till we see that the performance is 
both practicable and moral. 

Will it not from these principles follow, that it 
is the duty of slaveholders to retain their slaves, if 
it be impossible to emancipate them without sin, 
and while it is so? 
cipation both practicable and moral be found, the 
church cannot require it of her members as a term 
of communion? and that to impose terms of com- 
munion on this subject, with which members can- 
not comply without sin, is laying a snare for souls, 
involving ourselves in guilt, practising tyranny, 
and producing schism in the church? 

We would now take the liberty to propose a 
preliminary, additional to those stated in the over- 
ture:—T!.at if no method of emancipation be 
found which will give the slave his freedom ac- 
cording to his choice, so far as that he will prefer 
it to slavery; no method but such as wiil put him 
into worse circumstances than in our hands and 
contrary to lischoice; no method consistent with 
moral justice; and if emancipation cannot be be- 
stowed even by relinquishing our claims, and as 
long as it is so; it is our duty to retain him. 

To those who are accustomed to view only the 
evils of slavery, and not the obstacles to emanci- 
pation, these ideas will, no doubt, appear abhor- 
rent: and glad would we be that their views and 
ours could better coincide on this subject, as they 
do on others. We hope that amore full and de- 
liberate examination of this subject, both by them 
and us, would produce this happy agreement.— 
Sorry would we be even to appear to advocate 
slavery, a practice which outrages every principle 
of justice; but we think we are not doing so, 
though we obviously labour under a disadvantage, 
from the general view that is taken of this per- 
plexed subject abroad. It is not expediency we 
plead, but necessity, painful necessity: nor yet 
the weak necessity imposed by pains and penal- 
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ties, but the necessity of moral prohibition and 
physical impossibility. We know that an objec- 
tion has been advanced against such views as the 
" above, that they involve the absurd doctrine that 
> necessity will justify every sin, even the denial of 
God, enmity to him, &c. But the whole force of 
this objection lies in comparing actions which bear 
no comparison. The argument drawn from this 
source against our views, is so logical that we 
would consider it an insult on the understanding 
of Synod, either to support it before them, or to 
detain them with a refutation. 

But an objection of a more imposing character 
moust be noticed. It may be objected that the Re- 
formed Presbyterians did emancipate their slaves, 
and this single fact must outweigh all theory to the 
contrary. Thisis plausible, but when the cir- 
cumstances are understood it will be found of no 
weight. The whole operation of this act of the 
Reformed Presbyterians, as far as known to us, 
was within the limits of South Carolina. This 
tate, inthe year 1800, passed an act limiting 
the power of emancipation; but this limitation, be- 
sides certain forms, only required proof that the 
slave to be emancipated ‘is not of a bad charac- 
ter, and is cepable of gaining a livelihood in an 
honest way.” In 1820, after the Reformed Pres- 
bytery Eat eelepleted their resolution, it was en- 
acted by the same state, ‘‘ that noslave shall here- 
after be emancipated Lut by act of the Legisla- 
ture.”* Subsequent acts have granted emancipa- 




























































* A D. 1822, the legislature of South Carolina en- 
acted, that, no free negroes, or persons cf colour, 
leaving this state, shall be suffered to return ; and 
offending herein, he, &c. shall be treated according 
to the provisions of the act of A. D. 1520, on this 
subject. This act referred to (of 1820,) requires that, 
if a free negro, &c. migrate into this state, and do 
not leave the state on fifteen days’ notice, he, &c. 
shall be fined $20, and on failure of payment shall 
be sold for five years ; if he, &c. do not then leave 
the state, he, &c. shall be sold for five years more, 
and so on till he leaves the state. ‘The act of 1822, 
farther enacts, that every free male negro, &c. be- 
tween the age of fifteen and fifty years, who is not 
a native of the state, or who has not resided in the 
state five years next precedin the passing of this 
act, shall be taxed $50 annually, and on failure to 
pay, he, &c. shall be subject to the provisisns of 
the act of 1820. Farther—No master shall hire toa 
male slave his time ; offending herein, the slave 
shall be seized and subjected to the provisions of the 
act of 1820, respecting free negrves migrating into 
the state. Farther—From the date of this act, eve- 
ry free male negro, &c. above the age of 15 years, 
must have a guardian, a respectable freeholder in 
the same district,—the guardian must give certifi- 
cate that the negro is of good character and correct 
habits. If he cannot give such certificate, the ne- 
gro must be dealt with as this act directs for per- 
sons of colour coming into this state contrary to 
law. ‘The above law, I think, will show more par- 
ticularly than is stated in the report to Synod, the 
impossibility of emancipation. 

Selieving that much of the excitement in the 
Northern States, or of our church in them, is caus- 
ed by the Reformed Presbyterians boasting of their 
emancipation, atid charging our church with unne 
cessary toleration of the evil, I have thought it pro- 
per to note some circumstances relating to this mat- 
ter in their communion. 

After some of those acts of the state of South Ca- 
rolina, unfavourable to free negroes, were passed, 
some free negroes fled from the state ; others re- 
turned totheir former masters, and gave indentures 
on themselves to serve for a stipulated sum, which, 
generally does not exceed, vor even equal the mas- 
ter’s bill of expenses against them Thus they serve 
the members of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, 
as really slaves as others of their colour, and with 
ro other law of tho state to protect their rights than 
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tion only on condition of removal from the state. 
This is the same with enacting that no emancipa- 
tion shall be permitted in the state, on any condi- 
tion whatever. Farther quotation of acts is un- 
necessary; the substance of them, on this subject, 
have been stated before. Thus it appears that 
though the Reformed Presbytery did emancipate 
in the state, neither they nor we can do it now. 

But lest it be thought we have disregarded the 
light of the holy Scripture on this subject, and 
brought forward conclusions contrary to its dic- 
tates, we shall briefly offer our views of its decis- 
ions on the question before us. We have had the 
authority of the holy Scripture in view in our pre- 
ceding arguments, and we think it will bring us to 
the same conclusions to which we have been al- 
ready led. But as we have seldom seen holy 
Scripture applied to the subject of slavery without 
perversion in some degree, and sometimes shock- 
ing perversion, we would approach this part of the 
argument with humble caution. That slavery, in 
its most odicus forms, did exist in the Roman em- 
pire, in the places where, and in the time when 
the apostles planted and watered churches, we 
think none will deny. Sacred and profane re- 
cords unitedly declare it. That the apostles did 
receive to the communion of the church both mas- 
ters and servants without requiring emancipation 
as a term of admission, we think cannot be denied. 
For proof of this we appeal to 1 Cor. vii. 20. 24— 
Eph. vi. 5. 9. Farther quotations are unnecessa- 
ry. Now what shall we do with these stubborn 
facts? Shall we evade them by saying, as in the 
overture, thatitis ‘‘ not necessary to understand 
the name servant, so frequently used in the New 
Testament Scriptures, to mean slaves, while the 
term is frequently used to denote a hireling,” &c? 
This is irrelevant; for though we should acknowl- 
edge that the nume servant frequently means hire- 
ling in the New Testament, yet if in any case in 
which the apostles gave directions to masters and 
servants, as such, and as members of the church, 
they used it todenote slaves, the question is de- 
cided. That the apostles did use the name servant 
in the latter sense, and in addressing them or speak- 
ing of them as church members, is clear from 1 
Cor. vii. 21, and 1 Tim. vi. 1,2. In the first text 
it is supposed that freedom may not be possible, 
which was not the case with hirelings: In the se- 
cond, the yoke will, we think, be acknowledged 
by all to signify bondage or slavery. Besides, 
while servants here plainly mean slaves, their mas- 
ters are supposed to be ‘‘ believing,’”’ tobe ‘* breth- 
ren, faithful and beloved, partakers of the benefit.” 
By this we understand members of the church.— 
Or, again, shall we infer from the above facts that 
the aposties did not judge the practice of involun- 
tary servitude sinful? Impossible, when it was 
condemned not only by reason but by the whole 
tenor of revelation. Matt. vii. 12. Shall we then 
say, with some, that the apostles did not require 
emancipation, but indulged a heinous sin through 





other slaves enjoy. Some members of that church 
have the service of slaves, who nominally belong to 
one of the family who is not in the communion of 
the church Some again have the service of slaves 
that are entailed on their children. Again, some of 
the Reformed Church retain in complete slavery 
those slaves who had not beenof age, when the act 
of the state, prohibiting emancipation, was passed, 
Now, of the above conduct we cannot complain, 
because the masters can do no better ; but if any 
assert that the Reformed Presbyterian Church does 
not tolerate slavery in her communion, we must re« 
probate the assertion as deceptive, disingenuous, 
and false.—A member of the Associate Presbytery 
of the Carolinas. 








or 





ae 





a7 


fear of bringing on their heads the vengeance of 
the civil powers, or of defeating their measures by 

provoking those powers? Absurd; when they 

knowingly and perseveringly incurred their displea- 

sure and persecution by opposition in other things. 

We are not so unk. »py as to have a Bible defective 

as a rule of faith and practice, a Bible to be now 

filled up by our reason and experience, because of 
the timidity of its penmen. Shall we then say, 

The apostles allowed the indulgence of some known 

sins in the church, on the principles of expediency? 

Thi- would have been contrary to their instructions, 

and their practice in other things. We cannot ad- 

mit it. Yet the apostles did admit slave holders 
into the communion of the church, without requir- 

ing emancipation. The apparent contradiction be- 
tween the above principles, and this practice of the 
aposties, has led many to say the latter, in the face 
of the most glaring evidence. We think, however, 
this practice of the apostles in the matter of slavery, 
and their principles and their practice in other things 
are perfectly reconcilable. Let us remember the 
apostles did not make civil governments theocra- 
cies, nor constitute nations churches: that it was 
not in their commission to lay the hand of miracu- 
jous power on the nations, and model their govern- 
ments by the rules of holy scripture. This would 
have been easily done, had God so ordained it; 
and it would, for the time, have settled equally the 
question of emancipation, and that of subjection to 
the powers that be; but this work was left to the 
common providence of God, and the operation of 
moral and physical causes in his hand; and so we 
have an example left for our direction in both of 
these questions. While, therefore, the Roman 
government was permitted, in divine providence, 
to continue in the form it then had, and to main- 
tain the laws it then did, entire emancipation was 
impossible. The sin of slavery, then, lay in the 
government, and not in the individual members of 
the church, who were prohibited from emancipa- 
ting their slaves. The apostles did not, therefore, 
indulge the sin in the church, for the sin lay where 
ecclesiastical law was not exercised. Slavery, 
then, was permitted in church members by the 
apostles on the same principles for which we plead, 
on the principles of necessity; because the remedy 
was not intheir hand. And yet, to the disgrace of 
our governments, the laws of the Romans, respect- 
ing emancipation, were much more liberal than 
ours. A man could emancipate, by will, a certain 
proportion of the number of his slaves, but we can- 
not. The apostles acted on this principle, that a 
regular peaceable reform of law, and consequently 
of practice, in a nation, is our duty; but that anar- 
chy, every one at his own will acting in opposition 
to law, is sinful and productive of worse conse- 
quences than submission, unless the law is intoler- 
able. On this principle, it appears, they permitted 
slavery, and gave us an example. But it may be 
objected, that the apostlesdid not wait for govern- 
mental reform in all things. It is true, they did 
not wait for it in their opposition to idolatry, but 
in the matters of slavery they did. Does not this 
prove a real difference in the two evils? and that 
it is unfair and incorrect to infer from the toleration 
of slavery, the toleration of every sin? He must 
be a weak philosopher, or divine, who knows not 
that some actions, no circumstances can justify, 
and some depend on circumstances for their justifi- 
cation, or their guilt. Idolatry is of the former 
class; may not slavery be of the latter? We think 
the apostles practised on this principle. The laws 
supporting idolatry were intolerable to the Christian 
and justified his contempt of the law and immedi- 
ate disobedience; slavery, though hard, was not 
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intolerable, and admitted delay. The first, involvy- 
ed conscience immediately, and could admit of no 
indulgence; the latter involved a civil right, and 
could be bore till a regular reform could be effect- 
ed. The Roman civil government, in the time of 
the apostles, was despotic, and therefore faulty; 
but it was tolerable, and did not justify a revolt 
for the sake of theircivil rights. Slavery was despo- 
tism,and so far faulty; but it was tolerable ,and requi- 
red patience till a reform in law could be regularly 
effected. It may be objected, that the despotism 
of slavery was more tolerable to the slave, than to 
the christian master, who was obliged to aid in the 
maintenance and execution of an unrighteous law. 
We have said before, that when the only alternative 
left in our power by the law, would be more cruel 
and unjust to the slave than our retaining him in 
our hands, it is no sin to retain him: and the prac- 
tice of the apostles under consideration supports 
this idea, when they did not require emancipation. 
Civil rights are all that slavery involves; the ta- 
king of them away is the sin. The individual slave 
holder among the Romans could not restore them; 
this was in the power of government only; and so 
with us. The apostles, it appears did not hold the 
masters guilty in their circumstances; we think our 
case is parallel; nay, even involved im greater dif- 
ficulty, by the greater rigour of our laws. Yet all 
this example of the apostles cannot justify the slave 
holder in a secret wish, that the impediments to a 
complete emancipation may continue, that he ma 
enjoy the unrewarded service of his slave. This 
is a Violation of the law of God, by which, in any 
case, the slave holder renders himself guilty. Ex. 
xx. 17. Nor yet can those examples justify us im 
neglecting the means of reform that we enjoy.—— 
The Roman government was despotic, and 
tore the reform was at a far remove from the hands 
of the people; our government is republican, and 
consequently the power of reform is in the hands 
of the people. Slavery, then, is obviously, be- 
yond comparison, more sinful in our nation, than it 
was to the people under the Roman government. 
What then is our duty? Is it to emancipate in- 
dividually, in contempt of law, contrary to the ex- 
ample of the apostolic churches, and in the neglect 
of our happy rights? Surely not; but the people, 
having, in the good providence of God, the power 
in their hands, should employ it for obtaining the 
emancipation of slaves by law. But this measure 
requires united effort, and till this be obtained, the 
few that endeavour it, acquit their conscience.— 
But iet Synod exert themselves to effect this uni- 
ted effort, and first endeavour to discharge their 
duty in this way. We believe, if the apostles were 
on earth, they would censure us for neglecting our 
political power and privilege, which they did not 
enjoy, for effecting a reform in the laws of slavery, 
rather than commend us for attempting a partial 
abolition of slavery in our church. It is worthy of 
notice, that the apostles commanded what was in 
the power of masters to perform towards their 
slaves; but emancipation in their cireumstances, 
they did not require. Eph. vi. 9. Col. iv. 1. Let 
us follow their example, and the Spirit of these in- 
junctions, in requiring justice, as far as it can be 
rendered in present circumstances; and since our 
political circumstances are more favourable, let us, 
in the same spirit, employ our superior privileges 
for removing the evil of slavery. In the overture 
it is argued, that as the laws of slavery among the 
Romans, conferred on the master, the power of life 
and death over his slave, and as none would plead 
the example, or injunctions of the apostles in justi- 
fication of this species of slavery, so ‘‘ no argument 
in favour of slavery can be drawn from these in- 
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janctions.” This we consider a solid argument in 
refutation of those who would plead the example, 


or the injunctions of the apostles in justification of 


slavery. But as we do not plead the justification 
of slavery, but only a toleration of it from necessi- 
ty, we have, notwithstanding that odious form of 
slavery among the Romans, the example of the 
apostles in favour of our views. They did tolerate 
slave holders in their communion, notwithstanding 
those edious laws. But itis worthy of notice, that, 
while the apostles did not require emancipation, 
they would have excluded from their communion, 
any master, who would have availed himself of all 
the power which the laws conferred. 1 Tim. i. 9. 
Rey. xxii. 15. So what was in itself, and in their 
circumstances, sinful, was forbidden, and whatever 
was duty was required, but emancipation was not 
required. 

From areview of all the considerations present- 
ed, it appears that the complete abolition of slavery 
in our communion is yet impossible, not only on 
account of the inability of many masters to send 
their slaves out of the state, who might be willing 
to go; for which case, provision might perhaps be 
made by Synod; but especially, because of the un- 
willingness of some of the slaves to go out of the 


against their will; because the character of some 
siaves would not warrant their masters to comply 
with the requisition of free states in order to their ad- 
mission there; and because we cannot emancipate 
them at home, and we ought not to deliver them 
over to perpetual slavery in the state. We have 
also been led to the conciusion, that, as the mas- 
ter is innocent im retaining his slaves under these 
eircumstances, and as siav ery is not abolished from 


pour communion while this state of things con- 


tinues, so we cannot adopt the articles of the over- 
ture as they now stand. 

After all that has been said, we entertain some 
hope that less difference of views actually exists 
than has yet appeared on this complicated subject. 
Under liberal provision by Synod, but two necessa- 
ry causes of slavery, under present laws, seem to 
exist:—the unwillingness of some slaves to go out 
of the state, and the defective character of others. 
Perhaps the overture contemplates the existence 
of slavery from these twe causes, but denies it that 
appellation. The appellation is of little importance, 
if we are agreed oa the thing; but if we admit this 
species of slavery, let us change ths terms of the 
articles of the overture; for otherwise we should 
involve ourselves in downright contradiction.— 
Construing these articles, however, in a consisten- 
cy with this species of slavery, we could admit 
them. But let us not say, as in the overture, that 
we must effect the complete abolition of slavery in 
our communion, unless we reject the above degrees 
of it. 

We trust that Synod will, under the guidance 
of Zion’s King, take no hasty yiews, nor adopt 
any undigested measures in a matter of so much 
responsibility; in a matter, in which, without 
calin deliberation, on a complicated subject, they 
are in danger of adopting some measure, to which 
tender and informed consciences cannot submit; a 
measure which may make sad the hearts of God’s 
children; a measure, which may, by its impractica- 
bility, or immorality, cut off a part of the Associate 
Church, and ultimately destroy her testimony in a 
large section of the country; a measure too, which 
will give no relief to the slaves, but even involve 
these vahappy objects of our solicitude in deeper 
distress and more hopeless servitude. ‘The ques- 
tion before Synod is indeed critical; on the one 
hand, in danger of indulging a sin and encouraging 
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the ungodly extoriioner; on the other, of making 
the hard condition of the slaves worse, by the in- 
junction of impracticable or sinful measures; of in- 
volving slave holders deeper in guilt, instead of 
freeing their hands from sin; of wounding the god 

ly, amd rending the church by requisitions with 
which they cannot comply. Sorry, however, should 
we be that any thing we have said should prevent 
any step which duty requires; the subject is dark, 
and difficult. May He, whose name is the Coun- 
sellor, direct. 

Presbytery recommend to Synod the adoption of 
the following resolution in substance, That, as it 
appears impracticable, under existing laws, to ef- 
fect the complete abalition of slavery in our com- 
munion, Synod recognise their act of 1811, as the 
rule of the Associate Church on this subject for the 
present; making such provisions as muy be neces- 
sary for the more punctual execution of its articles. 

By order of Presbytery, 
Wau. M. McELWEE, Moderator. 
ALEX’r. GRIER, Presbytery Clerk. 


An additional report of the Presbytery of 
Miami, on the subject of slavery was civen 
: | 


in, and read as follows: 


ADDITIONAL REPORT 
Of the Presbytery of Miami. 


We adhere to the principles expressed in the 
overture on slavery, of 1829. The following are 
our views as to the plan of carrying these princi- 
ples into effect: 

1. Let this Synod obtain an Act of incorporation 
either from Congress or from some of the state 
legislatures. 

2. Let agents be appointed, one in each state 
where slaves are held by people of our commun- 
ion. 

3. Where it appears to the session of any con- 
gregation, or to the agent residing in the same 
state with the individual, that legal or any other 
insurmountable obstacle is in the way of a mem- 
ber’s liberating his slave, let this member be re- 
quired to transfer said slave to Synod through 
means of their agent, and in such a manner as is 
best supported by the laws of the state,for the pur- 
pose of being by Synod emancipated in the way 
most agreeable to the wishes of the slave himself. 

1. Let minors thus transferred be bound by the 
incorporation to suitable masters, until they be- 
come of age, provision being made in their inden- 
tures for their education. 

5. Let emancipated persons, who prefer contin- 
uing in the service of their former masters, be 
bound to them by the incorporation for a term of 
years or for life. 

6. Let such slaves as are judged, by any ses- 
sion, or committee appointed by thein for the pur- 
pose, incapable of supporting themselves, either be 
restored after emancipation, to their former masters, 
or be provided for by the corporation, according as 
the justice of the case may require. Any doubt 
on this subject to be determined by the Presbytc- 
ry in whose bounds the member resides, or by 2 
committee, or referees by them appointed for that 
purpose. 

7. Let a fund be established by subscription to 
meet contingencies. 

8. Let each Presbytery, having members who 
hold slaves, and the agent, report annually, 
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fear of bringing on their heads the vengeance of 
} *"" ar of Aefeatine their measures by 


provoking those powers? Absurd; when they 
knowingly and perseveringly incurred their displea- 
sure and pers cution by opposition in other things. 
We are not so unhappy as to have o Bible defective 


as a rule of faith and pract « » Bible to be now 
filled up bY Our reason mi expenence her aul of 
the tomeaity Hits Pete? Shall we then soy 
Che apostles allowed the mdulgence of some known 


eine in the church, on the prin 
This would have been contrary to the 
and their practice in other thugs We cannot ad 
mit it. Vet the 
into the communion of the church, without requir 

ing emancipation The ipparent contradiction be- 
tween the above prin iples, and this practice of the 

apostles, has led many to say the latter, in the face 
of the most glaring evidence We think, however, 
this practice of the apostles in the matter of slavery, 
and their principles and their practice in other things 
are perfectly reconcilable. Let us remember the 
apostles did not make civil governments theocra- 
cles, nor constitute nations churches: that it was 
not in their commission to lay the hand of miracu- 
lous power on the nations, and model their govern- 
ments by the rules of holy scripture. This would 
have been easily done, had God so ordained it; 
and it would, for the time, have settled equally the 
question of emancipation, and that of subjection to 
the powers that be; but this work was left to the 
common providence of God, and the operation of 
moral and physica! causes in his hand; and so we 
have an example left for our direction in both of 
these questions. While, therefore, the Roman 
government was permitted, in divine providence, 
to continue in the form it then had, and to main- 
tain the laws it then did, entire emancipation was 
impossible. ‘The sin of slavery, then, lay in the 
government, and not in the individual members of 
the church, who were prohibited from emancipa- 
ting their slaves. The apostles did not, therefore, 
indulge the sin in the church, for the sin lay where 
ecclesiastical law was not exercised. Slavery, 
then, was permitted in church members by the 
apostles, on the same principles for which we plead, 
on the principles of necessity; because the remedy 
was not intheir hand. And yet, to the disgrace of 
our governments, the laws of the Romans, respect- 
ing emancipation, were much more liberal than 
ours. A man could emancipate, by will, a certain 
proportion of the number of his slaves, but we can- 
not. The apostles acted on this principle, that a 
regular peaceable reform of law, and consequently 
of practice, in a nation, is our duty; but that anar- 
chy, every one at his own will acting in opposition 
to law, js sinful and productive of worse conse- 
quences than submission, unless the law is intoler- 
able. On this principle, it appears, they permitted 
slavery, and gave us an example. But it may be 
objected, that the apostlesdid not wait for govern- 
mental reform in all things. It is true, they did 
not wait for it in their opposition to idolatry, but 
in the matters of slavery they did. Does not this 
prove a real difference in the two evils? and that 
it is unfair and incorrect to infer from the toleration 
of slavery, the toleration of every sin? He must 
be a weak philosopher, or divine, who knows not 
that some actions, no circumstances can justify, 
and some depend on circumstances for their justifi- 
cation, or their guilt. Idolatry is of the {former 
class; may not slavery be of the latter? We think 
the apostles practised on this principle. The laws 
supporting idolatry were intolerable to the Christian 
and justified his contempt of the law and immedi- 
ate disobedience; slavery, though hard, was not 
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could be bore till a regular reform could be effect- 
ed. The Roman civil government, in the time of 
the apostles, was despotic, and therefore faulty; 
but it was tolerable imi dul not justify a revolt 
for the sake of theireivil nght.. Slovery was despo 
tin and so far faulty, but it wae tok 
red patience til 
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We have said before, that when the only alternative 
left in our power by the law, would be more cruel 
md unjust to the slave than our retaining him in 
our hands, it is no sin to retain him: and the prac- 
tice of the aposties under consideration supports 
this idea, when they cid not require emancipation. 
Civil rights are all that slavery involves; the ta- 
king of them away is the sin. The individual slave 
holder among the Romans could net restore them; 
this was in the power of government only; and so 
with us. The apostles, it appears did not hold the 
masters guilty in their circumstances; we think our 
case is parallel; nay, even involved im greater dif- 
ficulty, by the greater rigour of our laws. Yet all 
this example of the aposties cannot justify the slave 
holder in a secret wish, that the impediments to a 
complete emancipation may continue, that he may 
enjoy the unrewarded service of his slave. This 
is a Violation of the law of God, by which, in any 
case, the slave holder renders himself guilty. Ex. 
xx. 17. Nor yet can those examples justify us in 
neglecting the means of reform that we enjoy.— 
The Roman government was despotic, and there- 
tore the reform was at a far remove from the hands 
of the people; our government is republican, and 
consequently the power of reform is in the hands 
of the people. Slavery, then, is obviously, be- 
yond comparison, more sinful in our nation, than it 
was to the people under the Roman government. 
What then is our duty? Is it to emancipate in- 
dividually, in contempt of law, contrary to the ex- 
ample of the apostolic churches, and in the neglect 
of our happy rights? Surely not; but the people, 
having, in the good providence of God, the power 
in their hands, should employ it for obtaining the 
emancipation of slaves by law. But this measure 
requires united effort, and till this be obtained, the 
few that endeavour it, acquit their conscience.— 
But iet Synod exert themselves to effect this uni- 
ted effort, and first endeavour to discharge their 
duty in this way. We believe, if the apostles were 
on earth, they would censure us for neglecting our 
pulilicai power aud privilege, which they did not 
enjoy, for effecting a reform in the laws of slavery, 
rather than commend us for attempting a partial 
abolition of slavery in our church. It is worthy of 
notice, that the apostles commanded what was in 
the power of masters to perform towards their 
slaves; but emancipation in their cireumstances, 
they did not require. Eph. vi. 9. Col. iv. 1. Let 
us follow their example, and the Spirit of these in- 
junctions, in requiring justice, as far as it can be 
rendered in present circumstances; and since our 
political circumstances are more favourable, let us, 
in the same spirit, employ our superior privileges 
for removing the evil of slavery. In the overture 
it is argued, that as the laws of slavery among the 
Romans, conferred on the master, the power of life 
and death over his slave, and as none would plead 
the example, or injunctions of the apostles in justi- 
fication of this species of slavery, so “ no argument 
in favour of slavery can be drawn from these in- 
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willingness of some of the slaves to go out of the 
state, and whom, we cannot, without sin, drive ofl 
against their will; because the character of some 
siaves would not warrant their masters to comply 
with the requisition of free states in order to their ad- 
mission there; and because we cannot emane pat 
them at home, and we ought not to deliver 
over to perpetual slavery in the state. We have 
also been led to the conclusion, that, as the mas- 
ter is innocent in retaining his slaves under these 
circumstances » and as stave ry is not abolished fror 

our communion while this state of 
tinues, so we cannot adopt the 
ture as they now stand. 

After all that has been said, we entertain some 
hope that less difference of views actually exists 
than has yet appeared on this complicated subject 
Under liberal provision by Synod, but two necessa 
ry causes of slavery, under present laws, seem to 
exist:—the unwillingness of some slaves to go out 
of the state, and the defective character of others 
Perhaps the overture contemplates the existence 
of slavery from these twe causes, but denies it that 
appellation. The appellation is of little importance 
if we are agreed on the thing; but 1f we admit this 
species of slave ry, let us change the terms of the 
articles of the overture; for otherwise we should 
involve ourselves in downright contradiction.- 
Construing these articles, however, in a consisten 
cy with this species of slavery, we could admit 
iheia. But iet us not say, as in the overture, that 
we must effect the complete abolition of slave ry in 
our communion, unless we reject the above degrees 
of it. 

We trust that Synod will, under th 
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ADDITIONAL REPORT 


. P 
Pres ytery of Miami 


We adhere to the principles expressed in the 
overture on slavery, of 1829, The following are 
our views as to the plan of carrying these princi- 
ples into effect: 

1. Let this Synod obtain an Act of incorporation 
either from Congress or from 
legislatures. 

2. Let agents be 


where slaves are 


some of the state 


appointed, one in each staie 
held by pr ople of our commun. 


3. Where it appears to the 
gregation, or to the 
state with the 


insurmountable obstacle 


session of any con- 

residing in the 
that legal or any 
isin the 
ber’s liberating his slave, let this 
quired to transfer said slave to Synod through 
means of their agent, and in such a manner as is 
best supported by the laws of the state,for the pur- 
pose of being by Syned emancipated in the way 
most agreeable to the wishes of the slave himself. 

1. Let minors thus transferred be bound by the 
incorporation to suitable until they be- 
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Dd. L et emancipated persons, who prefer contin- 
uing in the service of their former masters, be 
bound to them by the incorporation for a term of 
years or for life. 

6. Let such slaves as are 
or commiutt 


judged, by any ses- 
ee appointed by them for the pur- 
, incapable of supporting themselves, either be 
restored after emancipation, to their former masters, 
or be provided for by the corporation, according as 
the justice of the case may require. Any doubt 
on this subject to be determined by the Presbyte- 
ry in whose bounds the resides, or by a 
committee, Or referees by them appointed for that 
purpose. 

7. Let a fund be established by 
meet contingencies. 

8. Let each Pre sbyte ry, having 


sion, 


pose 


member 


subscription to 


members who 


hold slaves, and the agent, report annually. 
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THE Committee appointed on the Funds, ask 
leave to report, in part, that they have examined 
the Treasurer’s accounts, and find them correct. 

SYNOD’S FUND. 


Balance in the hands of the Treasurer at 


Philadelphia,......... a Dank aie ate eae S551 94 
Do. do. do. Pitts! urgh, 36,3 
Fotal Synod’s Fund,..cccccccccces ooo oI88,20 


NISSIONARY FUND, 


Balance in the hands of the Treasurer at 


Philadelphia,......scceccsccscesccees $27,S4 
Do. do. do. Pittsbureh, 57,32 
Total Missionary Fund,....... nein oo 0 8D, 16 
THEOLOGICAL HALL FUND, 
Balance in the hands of the Treasurer at 
Philadelphia,....... seieata palatine 124,71 
STUDENT'S FUND. 
This Fund consists of 22 shares Com- 
mercial Bank stock, e-timated to be 
WE, ot cndvan es , ememew’ #110000 
Balance in the hands of the Tre: asurer at 
PRUAACIONIA, «oc ccccccnsasercrsoees 24,81 
Do. do. do. "Pitts burgh, 47,50 
Total Student’s Fund,...... oO Oe, Seve cthlsaon 


It is suggested by the committee, that the $24,81 
of the Student’s Fund in the hands of the Treasurer 
at Philadelphia, now lying dead, be transferred to 
the Theological Hall Fund. 

Respectfully submitted. 

JOHN KENDALL 
CHAUNCEY WEBSTER. 


ASSOCIATE SYNOD IN ACCOUNT WITH ALEXAN- 


DER ROSEBURGH, TREASURER. 
June 4th, 1829. CR. 
By ballance in Treasury,......... oe off05l,78 
By cash received of Rev. Wm. Wi ilson, for 
sale of Testimonies,........ sacs ae 
Received of Rev. Peter Camp! bell, "Florida 
congregation,...... eee eeereveres 8,00 
From Peters Crock ‘congregation,. ciicts 8,17 
Do. Rev. Thomas Hanna,........ 10,00 
** 30th, do. Rev. James Ramsey, interest 
bequeathed by James Paxton,...... -- 18,00 
Do. donation of Daniel Houston,.. 8,00 
Do. do. of Margaret Moore,... 1,00 
April 30th, 1830, 
Received of Burgetstown congregation,.. 8,00 
May 12th, received of Chartiers cong.,... 20,00 
Do. donation of M. Moore,........ 1,00 
Do. ee ee 14,18 
17th. interest bequeathed by James 
ee ihe hanewnwuniwns 9,00 
$527,138 
June 16th, 1829. DR. 
To cash paid Rev. John Anderson, D. D. 59,00 
Do. Webster & Wood in full for 
printing 3000 Testimonies,........... 340,82 
30th, do. Rev. James Ramsey, D. D. 53,00 
May 17th, 1830, do. do. do. 47,00 
PN, 6. bsR6stde Rent eReedkeseecs Be 
$527,13 
MISSIONARY FUND. 
June 4th, 1829. CR. 
By ballance in Treasury,........000+++0$207,08 
By cash received of Rev. James P. Miller, 5,00 


$262.08 
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June 4th, —_ DR. 
Paid Rev. James P. Miller,........ sos. See 
Do. Nathaniel Ingles,........... 54,00 
Do. John Kendall, +++... Terre: | 
NG. kc cctateeeaewe ve anda time 
$262.08 
STUDENT'S FUND. 
June 4th, 1829. CR. 
Amount in Treasury,...... .$12,50 
‘© 30th, received donation of Danie! Hous- 
GORgs co cccneneenesetnat eoeseends soos SHO 
Do. Interest beque athed by James 
a eB errr eaten eee " 18,00 
May 17th, 1830, received interest bequeath- 
ed by James Paxton,......020cs00cnn 
$47,50 


The above account is a correct statement of mo- 
nies received and paid out by me for the Associate 
Synod. 


ALEX. ROSEBURGH, Treas. 
Pittsburgh, May 19th, 1830, 
ROBERT STEELE IN ACCOUNT WITH SYNOD IN 


MISSIONARY 
May 7th, 1829. DR. 
To balance,,. ...0060cccceces semen 
July 24th, to cash from Charles Moore, per 


FUND. 


Rev. J. G. Smart,....cccccameeeeeee | aan 
May 27th, 1830, to cash from a lady of Ha- 
gerstown per Rev. F. W. M’Naughton, 1,00 
‘¢ Bist, to cash received from Massies 
Creek congregation, per Rev. J. Adams, 20,00 





$27,84 
STEELE IN ACCOUNT WITH SYNOD IN 
THEOLOGICAL HALL FUND. 
August 3d, 1829. 
By cash paid Rev. A. Bullions, agreeable 
to a resolution of Synod,........+...+.+$200,00 


ROBERT 


CRe 


May 31st, 1830, by ballance,........... 424,71 
$624,71 
May 7th, 1828, DR. 


eeeeeee 


To Balance,cvireseees 00 20nd e5 see 
May 22, 1830, to three half-yearly divid- 
ends on the Student’s Fund,.......... 99,00 
‘© 27th, to cash, donation from Mr. C 
Webster, ... cainebteateasssecessccce ° SANE 
$624,71 
The Student’s Fund remains as in former re- 
ports—it consists of 22 shares of Commercial Bank 
stock, together with $24,81. A mistake has oc- 
cwred in respect to the $24,81, in the printed 
minutes of last session of Synod, which may be 
corrected in this, 
ROBERT STEELE. 
IN ACCOUNT WITH SYNOD IN 
SYNOD’s FUND 
May Sth, 1830. . CR. 
By cash paid for No’s. 22 and 33 of the 
New-Edinburgh Encyclopedia,.......$ 
* 29th, Do. paid Synod’s Clerk,....... 


ROBERT STEELE 


7,00 
50,00 





3lst, Do. balance in Treasury,.. ... 459,43 
$516,483 

May 7th, DR. 
TO: balances, ..<o:0:0:000.00++0+0008me eee 


June 30th, cash from Barnet congregation, 
per Mr C. Wehster., . 19.00 
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July 3d, toe “ash from Argyle cong. per 
Rev. T. Beveridge,.......... coco §69800 
Sept. 30th, to cash from C arlisle “and 
Dickinson cong. per Rev. F. Pringle, 15,00 
Nov. 13th, to cash from Mr. Alex. Bach- ' 


op, per Mrs. Read,.......eseeeeees 20,06 
May 24th, 1830, to donation from Rev. 
Francis Pringle,........- fe PES 10,00 
26th, to cash from Hebron cong. per 
Bev. J... WEMG ys cvictcvcccneccvsne 16,00 
To cash from Argyle cog. per Rev. J. P. 
Se ae et ieee ee 31,00 
From Unity cong. per Rev. Mr. Hind- 
EE er are ee. er Pre Terre 15,00 
From Pistol Creek, Big Spring, and Fork 
Creek cong. per Rev. LD. Carson, 13,875 
Donation from Thos. Anderson, Knox 
cong. Tenn. per Rev. D. Carson,.... 623 
Donation from Andrew M’Call, Knox 
cong. Tenn. per Rev. D. Carson,..... 50 
Donation from Elizabeth Bell, Washing- 
ton cong.-per Rev. D. Carson,....... 25 
Donation from Mary Bell, Wash. cong. 
GE Me Carg0n,. oc ccccccceccecs 25 
Donation from Ann Bell, — do. do. 
er EEE, CAFSON,. ...cccccecccses 25 
Donation from Sarah Bell, do. do. 
REE COIS. o ccccccccescece 25 
Donation from Jane Bell, _—do. do. 25 
Donation from Rev. D. Carson,........ 5,00 


To cash from Mertersburgh and M’Con- 
nelsburgh cong’s. F. W. M’Naughton, 9,75 
May 27th, from John Bishop of Argyle, 


cc cccccccvcseoccoees 5,00 
From Albany cong. per C. Webster,..... 13,18 
From B. D. Packard & Co. for Testimo- 

nies sold, per ©. We PUNE ose ak wens 24,51 
From proceeds of vol. 5 of the Religious 

Monitor,* per C. Webster Sie aaalarateh ae 20,00 
From Rev. Thos. Beveridge for Testimo- 

i Pec RRs occcccess ace 22,932 
From New-York cong. for 1829, per Rev. 

Mr. Dtetlins + 0auacenticiin rer 31,00 
From New-York cong. for 1830, per Rev. 

Mr. Sick. < ss. acca 34,00 
From Cambridge cong. ” Rev. A. Bull- 


Tt ee 19,25 
From Baltimore cong per Mr. W. Morris, 20,00 
From Presby. of the C arolinas, per Rev. 


SS ee SEMEEGecceces «610,00 
From Steel Creek cong. per Rev. A. 

ee 10,00 
From oe cong. per Rev. A. Heron, 7,00 


From Rev. A. Anderson, do. do. 3,00 
From Florida cong. per Rev. P.Campbell, 7,70 
From Massies Creek cong. per Rev. J 


ee Rapwra wees 20,00 
From Xenia cong. per Rev. J. Adams, 10,00 
From James M’Cay, do. do. 1,00 


$516 43} 
Since I have given in my report I have received 
for the Synod’s Fund— 
From Tirzah =. per Rev. Mr. 
Be EE a 6 sd ciccvcveseecece $12,00 
A donation from Mr. Alexander Bachop,.. 30,00 


* This, together with the printing of Synod’s 
Minutes, makes a gain to the Synod of $70 on the 
5th volume of the Monitor. And it is expected 
that more will yet be received, as all that is due 
on that volume has not been collected. It will 
appear from the above statement that it takes a 
year after a volume is published before any thing 
can be realized by Synod 
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From Mr. Beveridge for Testimonies sold, 8,75 
From Sugar Creek cong. per Rev. J. Adams, —_7,00 
From Barmet cong. per Rev.T.Goodwillie, 9,76 
A legacy of Mrs. M’Indvoe of Bamet, Vt. - 30,00 


$97,51 





The following resolution was offered and 
adopted, Viz 

Moved, that measures be taken to have 
a census taken of the number and moral con- 
dition of the slaves belonging to persons in 
our communion, and how many attend fami- 
ly worship, to be laid before Synod at the 
next meeting, and that the several Presby- 
teries in slave states be required to attend 
to this business. 

On motion, Resolved, That Synod hav- 
ing appointed Wednesday, 21st July, for 
constituting the Associate Presbytery of 
Albany, do direct said Presbytery to pro- 
ceed to the installation of the Rev. John G. 
Smart, in the Associate congregation of 
Johnstown, immediately after constituting. 

The report of the committee on the sub- 


ject of the Bible and Tract Societies, was 


given in, and, on motion, laid on the table. 
The committee to whom the letter pre- 
pared by the committee of correspondence 
with the Reformed Synod was re ferred, re- 
ported certain amendments which were, on 
motion, adopted, and the letter, as amended, 
was ordered to be transmitted to said Sy- 
nod.* j 
The following resolution was laid on the 
table for future consideration, viz: 
Resolved, That it is contrary to the word 
of God, and the established principles of the 
Associate church, for a minister of the gos 
pel, who has unnecessarily withdrawn tel 
the stated work of the ministry, and has en- 
gaged in some secular calling, and who re- 
presents no part of the church, either settled 
or vacant, to hold a seat in the judicatories 
of the church, or to take part in any of their 


judicial proceedings. 


Mr. Murray asked and obtained leave of 
absence for the remaining sittings of Synod. 

Adjourned till 3 o’clock. 

3 0°CLOCK, P. M 

The Synod met and was opened with 
prayer. Members present as above. Read 
the minutes of last sitting. 

On motion, Resolved, That the clerk give 
to Mr. Gracie an order on the Treasurer fo 
$20, to be paid from the Synod’s Fund, for 
lis services as sexton during the last and the 
present session at Philadelphia. 

As Mr. Joseph Banks was represented, 


—— ee - 


* This letter will be given in our next number 








Besse eatreu dS 


¥ the Fre Vlery of! Miami, 
as being too late incoming into their bounds, 


Mr. 


Banks’ 
| 


and as having assiened no reason, 


reasons being called for, were voted satis- 
lactory. 

On motion, Resolved, That the several 
Presbyteries be r quired, m maki 1g out their 


the 
where the 


«¢ tistical tables. to give the name ot 
townshin, or post othce. nearest to 


{ 


puace OL abet combs may be 
rust . 1 } 
Phe committee suppiies report d, and 
their report being amended, was adopted as 
{ _ e 
SCALE OF APPOINTMENTS. 


e, Sen. to remain in the 
umbridge 


AnciiBpaup Whit 
tery of C 


Presby- 

till the next meeting of Synod. 

Robert Laing, to remain in the Presbytery of 
Albany till the next meeting 

Thos. B Clarkson, to remain in the Presbytery of 
Philadelphia till the next meeting. 

William Dickson, to remain in the Presbytery 
ot Ge Carolinas till the next meeting. 
hn Kendall, Canada, June, July, August, Sep- 
tember, October, November: Ohio, December, 
January; Muskingum, March; Char- 
tiers, April, May. 

James M’Cayrl, in the 
the next meeting. 

Sohn Hindman, Chartiers, June; 
vy; Ohio, August; September, 
tiers, November Spacieteie Ps 
Muskingum, February, Ma 
May. 

Samuel M'Lane, 
Albany August, 
ber, November: Philadelphia, December, 
ary; Carolinas, February, March, April, 

William Douthet, Ohio, e. me; Alleg 
P on idelphia, Aug rust, ember; Albany, Oc- 
tober, November, December; Cambridge, Janu- 
ary, ny ebruary; Char tiers, March, April, May. 

James Wallace, Philadelphia, June, July, August; 
Carolina, Se ptemb« rp. One tober, Nove mber, De- 
cember, January; Philadelphia, February; Alba- 
ny, March, April, May. 

D. Gordon, Cambridge, June, July, August; Al- 
bany, September; Philade!phia, October: C 
linas, November, December, January; Miami, 
February, March, April; Albany, May. 

James Rodgers, Ohio, et , July, August; Miami, 
September, October, November, December, 
January; Chartiers, February, March, April; 
Allegheny, May. 


James Bruce, Muskingum, June, 
August, September, October, 
cember; Carolinas, January, 
April, May. 

John Wallace, Philadelphia, June; 
Chartiers, August; Miami, 
until next meeting. 

Samuel Wilson, Carolina, June; 
Muskingum, August; Miami, 
until next meeting. 

Horatio Thompson Cambridge June; Albany, July, 
Philadelphia, August, September, October, No- 
vember, December, January, February, March; 
Muskingum, April, May 


February, 
Presbytery of Miami till 


Muskingum, Ju- 
October: Char- 
Ohio, January; 
ch; Chartiers, April, 


Muskingum, June; 


Sepiembe .. & 


Ohio, July; 
Ou to- 
Janu- 
M ty. 


reny, July; 


ambridge, 


aro- 


July; Miami, 
November. De- 
February, March, 


Allegany, 


September, 


July; 
and 


Chartiers, 
September, 


July: 
and 


On motion, Resolved, That the Presby- 
Miami be a take Mr 


tery of ithorised to 


Jame § 


WO NLIOR wh 


M’Cayi OW Wal tor 
they shall think it expedient. 

Moved and carried, that all the territory 
West of the Wabash River be considered 
missionary ground. 

On Resolved, That $50 be ap- 
propriate -d to defray the expenses of mission- 
aries that to officiate in 
Cincinnati. 

On motioi 


ordination, it 


motion, 


may be employed 


the consider- 
to the Testi- 
of Original Seceders in Scotland, be 
laid over till next meeting of Synod. 

On motion, Resolved, That a committee 
confer with the Rev. Peter 
specting his taking appointments, 
and re port to m xt meeting of Synod.— 
Messrs. Beveridge, Heron and Carson were 
ap pote d said committee 

Resolved, That in case e Mr. Samuel Wil- 
son should prefer to go on the Western mis- 
the Miami Pres- 
lain him for that 


Resolved, That 


. ; : 
the business reiative 


ation ot 


mony 


he appointed to 


Bullions ri 


his settlement, 
bytery he authorised 
purpose. 

The committee appointed to converse with 
members of Sy nod relative to covenanting, 
presented a report, which was adopted as 
follows: 


sion before 


+ . 
tO Ore 


The committee appointed to converse with the 
persons having difficulties in the way of their go- 
ing forward in the duty of covenanting, beg leave 
to report that finally none stood back except 
Messrs. Campbell and Wilson, ministers, and Mr. 
Iiawthorn, elder. Mr. Campbell professed that 
the mutters which were brought up from the Pres- 
bytery of Cambridge by protest and appeal, and 
now satisfactorily adjusted by Synod, were the 
only difliculties which lay in his way: and that he 
was fully convinced of the duty and present sea- 
sonableness of covenanting. 

Mr. Wilson said that the difficulties which at 
present exist between him and the Chartiers Pres- 
byte y stood in his way. 

Mr. Hawthorn was dealt with, and professed no 
opposition to covenanting but a want of clearness 
on the subject, owing to his never having suffi- 
ciently examined it. This latter fact, in the opin- 
ion of your committee, is another call to us both 
publicly and from house to house, to explain the 
niture and seasonableness of covenanting. 

JAMES RAMSAY. 
DAVID CARSON. 


Mr. Kendall reported the following sums 
as received by him for the Theological Sem- 
inary 
Tue Treasurer of the Funds of the Theological 


Seminary begs leave to report the following state- 
ment of receipts by contribution, viz: 


John Finley of Broad Creek, VGRissccc Se EBS 
Putnam Congregation,...ccccsssesessee See 
Octorara do, occe cuegiieneseca™ ee 
West- Nottingh um, (na imes of individuals in 

hands of Mr. Beveridge,.......ceee02. 20,00 
Asibrose Barerolt,,. «.c0cscciseceeananee 2,00 
Associate Congreg: ation of Philade — by 

quarterly collections. ne-d:ee n&b.00.0 0 eee > nee 








babs 


ino 
ness 
uffi- 
pin- 
voth 

the 
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| 
Theological Hall contributions. society of 

the Associate congregation of Phil. by 

annual subscriptiON,...ceesereceeeeees SIGS 


176 94 
JOHN KENDALL, Treas. 

On motion, Mr. George Murray was ap- 
po inted ‘Treasurer for the Theol IC il Semi- 
nary, and Mr. Kendall was ordered to pay 
over to him the monies received. 

Resumed the consideration of the resolu- 
tions relative to the Theological Seminary. 

On motion, Reso/ved, That it is expedi- 
ent for this Synod to endeavour to obtain a 
charter constituting them a body corporate, 
and that a committee be appointed to apply 
to the Legislature of Pennsylvania, at its 
next session, for this purpose. The Rey. 
Thomas Beveridge and Mr. Robert Steele, 
were appointed said committee 

Resolved, That a committee be appoint- 
ed whose duty it shall be to take proper 
measures for securing the ground, purchas- 
ing not less than one acre, nor more than five, 
to determine on a plan for the necessary 
buildings, and as soon as sufficient funds are 
obtained, to contract with workmen, to su- 
perintend the building, and report to Synod. 
The followiug gentlemen were appointed as 
the committee, viz: Rev. Wm. Wilson, Ad- 
am Sheriff, David Houston, George Mur- 
ray, and David Templeton. 

Resolved, That uniform subscription pa- 


each minister belonging to this Synod, for 
the purpose of obtaining contributions to the 
Seminary, both for present purposes and for 
permanent establishment. 

Messrs. Miller and Webster were ap- 
pointed a committee to prepare and issue 
subscription papers for this purpose. 

Resolved, Thata Board of Managers be 
annually elected by the Synod, whose duty 
it shall be to meet at the close of each ses- 
sion for the examination of the students, and 
at other times as they may think it necess: wy, 
and report to Synod. 

Resolved, also, that said Board of Man- 
agers shall consist of seven, three of whom 
shall be a quorum. The following persons 
were chosen Managers, viz: Messrs. Wm. 
Wilson, Donnan, Adams, Wallace. Murray. 
Beveridge and Heron. , 

Resolved, That the election of a x velen- 
sor be deferred until next mee tine of Sv nod 


pers be issued, and put into the hands of 


Ol SYNOD m_ 


ncel the care of the Sy - 
nod, be ordered to attend the Lectures at 
Cannonsburgh during the ensuing winter. 
Resolved, That the several Presbyteries 
be called on to report at next meeting, their 
mind whether there shall be only one, or two 


and tl at all studeiat 


lso whethe1 they shall be with- 


professors, 2 
out any pastoral charge, and be supported eX- 
clusively by the Syfod. 

In reference to the case pending x between 
the Rev. A. Wilson and the Presbytery of 
Chartiers, Resolved, that auth rity he given 
to the parties re spective ly ,to cite all neces- 
sary witnesses 

Resolved, Thata committee be appointed 
to examine the Library belonging to the 
Eastern Theological Hall, and report to Sy- 
nod; and also, that the committee be enjoin- 
ed to collect 
Library, as may be scattered, and take 
charge of the whole till the Synod « — ot 
them. Messrs. Miller, Whyte, and Bev- 
eridge, together with Dr. 
appoint ted said 


such books, belonging to the 


Bullions, were 
committee. 

Dr. Ramsay asked and obtained leave of 
absence. 

Resolved, That the building committee 
be limited in the expenditure on the build- 
ines, to $3,000. 

On motion, Resolved, that a committee be 
app inted to enquire into the state of legacies 
lettto the Eastern Hall, and report at the next 
meeting. Messrs. Beveridge, Irvine and 
Whyte, said committee 

Resolved, That a committee be appoint- 
ed to enquire what debts are due to Synod, 
and report at the next meeting. Messrs. 
Beveridge and Scroggs, were appointed said 
committee. 

Mr. M’Naughton was appointed Mr. 
Martin’s alternate to preach the synodical 
sermon at the opening of next meeting, in 
case of his absence. 

After reading the minutes, prayer, and 
singing the 133d Psalm, the apostolic bene- 
diction was pronounced by the Moderator, 
and the Synod adjourned to meet at Cannons- 
burgh, on the 2d Wednesday of May, 1831. 
at 1] 0 lock, A. M. Sermon to be pre ach- 
ed at 2 clock, P. M 

Anprew Heron, Synod CTX. 


Erratum.—Page 26, line 29 from bottom, for in 
consistency” read “ insincerity.” 








i “Ministers. 





'T. McLintook 
Daniel McLean 


David Imbrie 
Alex. Marray 
Elijah N. Scroggs 
John Donaldson 
Day. Goodwillie 
Isaac Beggs 


M. Snodgrass 























RELIGIOUS MONITOK 60 
STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF OHIO. 
Congregations. |Nearest P. O.| Counties. | States. Fam. | Com. | 
| ¢ Harmon ‘Butler ‘Penn. 
| ; Unity , | Venango do aa 150 
oe Meadville — 'Crawford | do | 200 450) 
3 4 st a = 5 

; a \Griersburgh | Beaver , do | a Le = 
Neweastle | do | do 30 68 
Mountville Portersville | do | do | 60} 108 
Slippery Rock | Butler do ; 7 143) 
West Beaver |\Columbiana Ohio. | | 
West Union New Lisbon tn) do = 

4 Mile Square |Brown Penn 100; 250 

Yellow Creek |Columbiana Ohio. 70| = 150, 

l Poland Trumbull do | ! 
Liberty ‘Poland do do | 200) 430; 
Deer Creek | do do 
Mercer | Mercer Penn 

| Rocky Spring Mercer do do 120; 170 

| Springfield do do ; ) 

| § Cherry-Run Venango | do | | 

Connant Crawford do } 

/ Mount Prospect Mercer do | 

| |Neshannock do do | | 

| |Hamills do | do H 

» Newton Trumbull Ohio 

| |Springfield Portage | do 

} 'Franklin do | do | 
Sandy Stark do 











STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF PHILADELPHIA: 


Ministers. — 





Congregations. 


— Nearest P.O. 




















Counties. |States.| Fam. Com. 

Francis Pringle om \Carlisle e+ og Penn, 13 46 
. W.APNane | § Mercersburgh ; Franklin 
F. W. M'Nanghton| } SieConnelekurgh (Mercersburgh ‘Bediord do 42} 91 
‘Tl. Beveridge |Philadelphia \Philadelphia | Philadelphia do 64; 142 

| ¢ Octorara | | Lancaster do | 
W. Easton {Maui Run Octarara | do | do 50; 141 

| CE. Nottingham Chester | do 
A. Whyte, Jr. | Baltimore Baltimore Baltimore Md. 26; 62 | 
Without cha. § Guinston lYork Penn 42) 113 

Vacancies. 2 Lower Chanceford do | do 20 ss | } 

Tho. B. Clarkson @ Huntingdon Huntington | do 100} 








STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF MIAMI. 























Ministers. | Congregations Nearest P 0.| Counties. |States.; Fam. | Comm. jcat'ns. 
| 

James Adams |Massies Creek Xenia \Greene Ohio. 125 270) 

| ( Pistol Creek Blount Ten. 82} 172 

David Carson |< Big Spring and Maryville do do “i - 

¢ Fork Creek Monroe do 31 53 

James Templeton |Xenia las Xenia |Greene Ohio 80; 180 
Carmel, Madison is : 

Nath. Ingles | Big Creek and 'Gallatin [Jet rece — } 50; 120 
| 2 Clarke i\Clarke a 

( Sugar Creek ‘Greene Ohio 50 100 

Vacancies. 2 (Salem |Knox Tenn 16 45 

: ‘*S-) \Limestone | Washington do 9 30 

Darby |Madison Ohio. i 











STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF CHARTIERS. 











~ Ministers. r Congregations. Nearest P. 0.| Counties. |States.| Fam. | Com. 
ni = ~ | § Monteur’s Run Clinton | Allegheny Penn 67; 157 
Wm. Wilson ; Noblesburgh | | do do 35, 80 
pias ; Mt. Hope and =r 'Washington do 46) 114 
Thomas Allison } Cross Creek | W Middletown Brooke — Va. 26 61 
James Ramsay \Chartiers Cannonsburgh | Washington Penn 340 
David French N. & S. Buffaloe Washington | do do 110} +240 
Alex. Wilson |} Peters Creche | & 1% 
Alex. Donnan | tea enon & |Hickory = re = = 
|Congre’n. of Ohio Beaver do 
Vacancies. 4 | Washington Washington do 
‘Ser. & King’s Ck Beaver do 116) = 264 
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60 61 MINUTES OF SYNOD. 
STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF THH CAROLINAS. 
— 2 Ministers. | Congregations. | Neurest PL 0, Counties. Stutes.| Fam. | Com. l 
a | 
A. Heron | } Tinber Ridge | Lexington Rockbridge my! 6? 167 
— | § Shiloh Lancaster iS. C. 128} 210) 
I. Ketchen Neily’s Creck ‘Lancaster Dis. yo, do 28 es 
Steel Creek , Mecklenburgh |N. C. 29] 61 
A. Anderson Bethany Charlotte * i. és 30) 74| 
John Wallace New Lebanon Union Monroe |Va. 
; ¢ Smyrna Chester iS. C. 29 60| 2 
James Lyle Little River | Winsboro ugh Fairfield | do 35) * 78, 
Bethel | do do | } | 
7 _ Sharon iY : lYork iS C. 51 102, 
W. M. M’Elwee Tiesah Yorkville | do | de | { 64 
Without cha. ( |\Old-Providence {Augusta Va. le | 
Broad Creek |Rockbridge | do | 
John Mushat* New Stirling |Iredel \N. eC. 7 90 
Cambridge . | do | do | 60 
Wa. Dixon Virgin Spring | ' do {| do | | | 
V: . Gile |Mecklenburgh | do | 36} 
acanctes. < |Nob Creek |Lincoln do 21) 45) 
|Cochran’s Vale } ‘Burke | do | | 
|Sardis i | Union iS. C. | 
* Under Bethany, &c- | York | do: | 49 70 
suspension | |Pis | Lincoln N.C.) 45] 100 
L | Piedmont ‘Haywood N.¢ | 























Ministers. j Congregations. Nearest P O.| Counties. Siates.. Fam. Com. | 
John Walker (Unity |New Athens (Belmont |Ohio 72) 162) 
— Samuel Irvine | 5 ae | Wooster Wayne | do | 75) 120 
Cadiz . Harrison | do 55} 121 
Thomas Hanna | Piney Fork Cadiz Jefferson | do 50! = 105 
, Bloomfield . : Muskingum do | 73| 150 
Daniel McLane | Cambridge Cambridge Guernsey | do | 18 36 
| ¢ Mount Pleasant Jefferson do | 30) 56 
Joseph Clokey ; McMahon’s Ck. St. Clairsville Belmont do 20 31 
Belmont do do 1s 3¢ 
Londouderry ‘ Guernsey do 45 9s 
Andrew Isaac —, |Londonderry |Harviees. ® 1s} 30 
Mansfield Richland do 
Samvel Hindman West Union | Mansfield do do | } 
Washington [Marion | do 
('|Jonathan’s C’k. Perry do 
Licking Licking do 0 87| 
| Truro | Franklin do 
Goshen Perry ; do | 
aa Vacancies. { |Millersburgh j Millersburgh Holmes | do 
|\Carmel "Tuscarawas do 
Hermon |Knox do 
Mohican | Wayne do 
.|Newman’s Creek | do do 














STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF MUSKINGUM. 











~~ Ministers. 





Andrew Stark 
James Martin 
Peter Campbell 
John G. Smart 
John Russell 
Without cha. 
Vacancies 

Robert Laing 





New-York 
Alban 
Florida 





Johnstown 
Stamford 
Bovina 
? York 
Dumfries 








Ministers. Congregations. |Nearest P. O, Counties. | States 
Pe = 
Alex. Bullions Cambridge \Cambridge Washington IN. Y. 
James P. Miller Argyle Argyle do | do 
——— |Hebron West Hebron do do 
A, Gordon |Putnam Putnam | do | do 
_ D. Goodwillie |. | ; ' lye 
# 'T. Goodwillie arnet | Barnet Caledonia ert 
| We. Pringle Ryegate ‘Ryegate do | do 
Vacancies.| Salem |Washington |N. Y. | 





1Vithout cha: 


4, Whrte, Sen. 


oa 
= 








\New-¥ ork New-York iN. ¥ 
| Albany Alban | do 
\Florida Montgomery do 
Johnstown do | do 
| Queenston | U. Ca. 
| Delaware | nM. 
| Livingston | do 
i | \U. Ca 





|States | Fam. | Com 














STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF ALBANY. 


Congregations. | Nearest P. v.| Counties. — 





| jeal’ns. | 
160 275) 
60} 125) 
| 65] 12) 
16) 31} 59) 
25 100) 
80 


' ‘ 


STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF CAMBRIDGE. 








i Bee wa 


Fam. | Com. jeal’ns.| 
M 

140) 330) 

66} 162 

45 RS! 

| so| 200) 
50 1101 

35 
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STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF ALLEGHENY. 











| Ministers. Congregations. Nearest P. O.| Counties. | States.| Fam. | Com. | 
v LL MET ae = 
Robert Bruce Pittsburgh 4Pittsbugh | Allegheny 'Penn 150 320| 
vi John France * |Glade-Run Bakerstown | Butler | do Pa 60) 200 
lal John Dickie Rich-Hill Kittapning |; Armstrong do \ 100) 150) 
| Joseph Scroggs | Fairfield | Ligonier | Westmoreland do | 300) 
el Hugh Kirkland |Bethel, &e. Freeport Allegheny | do 140 250) j 
David Blair Indiana, &e. Indiana {Indiana | do 350, 
fe ih ( Cherry-Run | Armstrong do { 
ai | |Wpper Piney | ' do |} do 65 
he | (Concord do |} do | 25 60 j 
~~. , | | Lower Piney } do do | | | j 
“(ith Vacancies. | | Mahoning ‘Indiana ' do | 8} 30 { 
, | |Berachah do | do 15 50) i 
i uw | | Blairsville do | do | | | 
sions {f Jefferson Jefferson ' do { } 
Wii 
) List of Ministers and Preachers without Permanent Settlements 
i Joseph Banks, Peter Bullions, Thomas Ferrier, John Kendall, James M’Cayrl, John Hindman, Samuel 
M'Lane, Whliam Douthet, James Wallace, David Gordon, James Rodgers, James Bruce, John Wallace, 
at Samuel Wilson, Horatio Thompson 
i® - @—~. 
) 


j ad 


tn Summary of the preceding Tables, 




















Presbyteries. Ministers ‘ SS. ld | Fam. | Com’s. Catechumens. 
7) ee ee ae 
4 Cambridge 7 | 7 | 382 | 925 533 
Carolinas 8 24 |} 582 | 1285 
r Ohio ‘ 28 1103 | 2229 
* Chartiers 6 l 16 | 590 | 1656 
i Miami 4 | 13 | 443 | 970 
’ Philadelphia 6 | 9 | 257 | 749 | 
Allegheny ; 6 M 98 | 1775 | 
} Muskingum 7 4 513 | «1026 
, Albany 6 8 | 26 | 7413 | 59 
Ministers without charge 15 | 
74 144 1159 | 11545 | 2 C«S 
- ie 

fo PATRONS.—As the Sy nod have ordered the Post-Offices neare st the places of preaching, both in 
settled and vacant congregations, to be designated in the statistical tables, the tables have been so 
amended as to meet this requirement of Synod; and the columns for catechumens, and for contributions 
by the different Presbyteries to the Synod’s Fund. have been retained, although we have no returns 
with which to fill the blanks. 

The neglect of Presbyteries, (which arises princ:pally from the want of time,) to send up to Synod 
statistical tables, still continues to be felt as a serious evil; as it frustrates the design of these tables, 
and deprives one section of the church of that information respecting another, which is always useful 

: and sometimes almost necessary. The addition of the Post-Offices we consider highly important, es- 
; pecially to preachers and ministers not permanently located. Therefore, we hope to see these tables 
; more perfect. While indulging the language of complaint on this subject, itis perhaps no more than 


an act of justice to state the fact, that when the minutes of Synod are put into our hands to be printed, 
the report of the Presbytery of Muskingum always greets our eyes with a corrected statistical table. 
The liberal support which has been given us in various ways, by all sections of our church, in the 
prosecution of this work, encourages us to spare neither labor nor expense to make it as useful as our 
circumstances will admit, while it enables us to indulge the satisfying hope that it is an instrument of 
good, and that its tendency is to further the cnuse of true religion; a cause which is dear to the heart, 
und absorbs the affections of every child of God. So far as it inculeates rRUuTH in a becoming manner, 
and from proper motives, we have full confidence that a blessing will accompany it; and so far as it does 
this, its cireulation should be promoted by all who seek the good of Zion. TruTn, precious truth, lies 
buried under the rubbish of human inventions; its beauties are not seen; its renovating power is not felt; 
and its glorious consolations are not enjoyed. But let us not fold our arms and doubt the existence of 
this pearl, or despair of obtaining it, because its enemies have buried it so deep that it cannot be found 
without laborious toil and painful search. Such a course can only aggravate our condemnation. We 
are not to be discouraged because there is only here and there a true disciple of Christ. God is power- 
ful, and will sustain them. When the ery is raised, as in our day, Lo! here is Christ; and lo! there; and 
when error and corruption darken the moral atmosphere so that men ‘stumble at noon day;” then 
should the Christian draw nearer to his covenant God, in the exercise of unshaken faith, and take a 
jirmer hold of his truth. Where ‘Ais shines in the soul of man, ‘‘ the pestilence that walks in dark 
ness”’ has no terrors, and ** the destruction that wasteth at noon-day is harmless. In the darkest times 
there has always been ** a remnant” to ** hold fast this precious truth.” And although multitudes may, 
and do, shut themselves out from the unspeakable blessings connected with a love of the truth; yet no 
enemy shall be able so to obscure this light of heaven, but that it shall for ever be a light to guide the 
righteous, and in it shall they rejoice, and by it shall they triumph. How inconceivably great, then, is 
our encouragement to hold on our way rejoicing, regardless of what may be thought or said of us, or 
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fone to us, In consecuence of our love to the pure worship of God 
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TO PATRONS. 


Arrer some unexpected and unavoidable delay on the part cf the founder, we are enabled to 
present our patrons with the first number of the seventh volume of the Religious Monitor, in an entire 
new dress. And it is hoped that the alterations will meet with general approbation. Much more read- 
ing will be given than heretofore, without any additional expense; and by preserving the numbers and 
binding two volumes into one, they will thake a handsomely proportioned book, and save nearly one- 
pny, expense in binding. The July number may be expected in about a fortnight ajter the receipt 
of this. : 7 


_ We shall print, for the present, a surplus number, expecting that they will be called for. 
Terms $2,00 per annum, payable in advance or at the annual meeting. of the Associate Syned. 


In addition to the ministers and preachers of the Associate church, the following persons are author- 
ized to act as agents: 


James Moorhead, Mercer, Mercer Co. Pa. James Galloway, Jr., Xenia, Ohio. 
John Smart, Huntingdon, Pa. Wm. Morris, Baltimore, Md. 
Andrew Monroe, C , Pa. * M’Neil & Stevenson, Cambridge, Washington 
John P. Dickey, Pittsburgh, Pa. Co. N. ¥. , 
John M’Cleary, York Centre, Livingston Co. A. Bachop, Argyle, Washington Co. N. Y 
N. Y. Philip Watts, Shelbyvijle, Ky. 


Samuel Preston, Jr. Abingdon, Va. 


Subscribers in Indiana, Mlinois, and Missouri, are ested to make payment to the Synod’s Mis- 
sionaries, who will aiso receive and forward the retin subscribers. 


Agents or others may enclose money to us at our risk, and at our expense where more than $5 is en- 
closed. 


The Post-Office to which the work is directed should always be named, when money is forward- 
ed. This is very important; for it is the only guide we haye to give credits accurately, as there is a 
number of names alike on our list, directed to different Post-Offices. 


*,* All letters relating to the Monitor, whether they contain communications for our pages, or names 


of subseribers, or remittances of money, shqald be addressed to B. D. Pacxarp & Co. or to CHAUN 
cey Wessrer, 71 State-street, Albany. 


—=_a_— 


OWEN ON THE SPIRIT.—Price $1,12—an excellent edition, just received and for sale, by 
B. D. PACKARD & Co. 71 State-street. 





BOSTON’S FOUR FOLD STATE.—Price $1,00 per copy—New edition, for sale by 
‘ £'D. PACKARD & Co. 71 State-street. 


BOSTON ON THE COVENANTS—In two Yoltimes—Price 1,50—For sale by 
B. D. PACKARD & Co. 71 Sfate-street. 


THE SHORTER, AND MUCKERSIE’S CATECHISMS.—Price hund d 
copies—Constantly on hand and for sale by B.D. PACKARD & Co. Brate-street. 
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N. B, @n all the above works liberal discount will be made to such as purchase to sell again. 
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